BAI KHAI BUT DAU NAM TAN SUU

(THANG HAI, NGAY 12, 2021, THU SAU).
(Tap Ghi)
I

MOT.

Bay gio dang 13 9 gio, dém 30 thang Chap nim cii. Ngay mai méng Mot Tét Tan Stru 2021. Nam nay khong khai
dan ma chi lan man cay viét. Ngudi Am Nhac chua han roi xa ma chirng nhu da “aller sans retour”. That budn!

Nhin lai 365 ngay troi qua, thdy qua tinh kinh khung trén da moi mat cho toan thé gidi. Tot hon hét 1a ctr cai dau
dinh TAm dinh Tri (nhu trong mot bai Tap Ghi dao thang Ba 2020 dau dich Vii Han, t6i da viét.) Goi toi la dua ich
ky, cling duoc! CO nhitng sy viéc vuot qua sirc ngudi ma cach hay nhat 1a “cudn theo chiéu gid, thd 16ng than hinh
trén séng” ma tim céi song, thé thoi!

HAL

Ca thang qua ctr ngoi nghién ngdm cac doan wa thich da dwoc chuyén ngir dang-dang-ds-do-tng-cau-timg-chir-
nim-nay-thang-no trong tac pham Les Misérables, t6i méi nhan dinh ra (lan nia, hay lan cudi) con ngudi sau tham
cua minh. Cac trang nhat ky, cac ban nhac chép tay cha t6i luu lai sau khi qua doi gay an tuong thé ndo cho toi thi bo
ba tap nguyén ban tiéng Phap cua Victor Hugo nam trong ta sach gia dinh ciing khoi dong tam hén toi tir khi con
thiéu nién thé ay.

Dao d6 1am sao doc ndi tiéng Phap vai mot tac pham Ion nhu vay? T6i cr man mé, nhin ngam cai bia dep trang
nhd véi 1ong uée ao doc duoc va hiéu rd cau chuyén.

N&i ao wdc tré thanh hién thyc trong mot chiéu nim 1961 lang thang phd Lé Loi mua sach, buéc vao tiem Khai
Tri, tinh c& nhin thiy cai tya tdc pham da dugc ai d6 chuyén ngir sang tiéng Viét (t6i quén mat chi tiét nay), chup
ngay, dem vé doc khdng ngumng ngay dém... Poc di doc lai hoai subt thoi con di hoc dé, -ké tir dao do- cang ldc cang
thdy yéu Jean Valjean, yéu Fantine, yéu nhiing con nguoi dang thuong cung kho hon.

Vé sau Ion, doc duoc ban tiéng Phap ghi day nét chit ctia Cha o 1& sach (vai mot ddng tu dién La Rousse bén
canh), t6i cang thém yéu nhitng nhan vat ay. V6 tinh ma Jean Valjean tré thanh ngon dudc soi dudng dau tién cho toi
trong suét cudc doi.



May chuc nam trdi di, tinh cd mot Chiéu nam 1988, cing TNH va Au Co vio mot tiém sach ci trén duong Fourth
Street & San Jose, nhin thiy bo ba tap tiéng Phap (loai Le Livre de Poche) méi toanh nam trén k¢, t6i ming quéa. Thé
la bat dau nghién ngam dich sang tleng Viét nhu:ng chuong doan no vé Jean Valjean, Fantine va Cosette. (T6i c6 cai
tat, hé doc duoc ban van tiéng Anh tiéng Phap nao lam cho minh phai ngat ngay rung dong 1a t6i déu may mo chuyén
sang tiéng Viét, chia xé cung doc gia cai Hay cai Pep cua tac pham).

Vi Les Misérables, on-on-off-off-dang-dang-da-da-suét-hai-chuc-nam troi, chi nhitng khi tdm hon di vao ngd
cut, tdi méi “moi” Jean Valjean ra ma “van ké tim 16i thoat!” Thoi gian bé tic tron mot nam 2020 vira qua, cac ngd
cut 1u 1d true mat, chinh Jean Valjean lai d3 nhiéu 1an dua tay ra “ciu’!

BA.

Con nguoi di tim van chuong chir vian chuong khong lam anh hudng cho con nguoi.

Tam hon nao thi con chix d6 (tir doc gia dén ngudi cam viét).

Rt r4o cudc doi, tdi nhan ra cang rd hon diéu vira n6i. Téi THAY dugc minh qua Jean Valjean, qua Fantine,
hoic, vé sau qua Tiéu Phong ciia Kim Dung, qua Marguerite Gautier ciia Alexandre Dumas fils, qua Raskolnikov va
Sonia cua Dostoievski. v.v.

Thang nam dau d&i, cac nhan vat I6n VAN LA LON ngay tir khi dugc cic nha vin 16n cau tao nén Ho. Ho dting
yén voi thoi gian dai loc, doi chd khach tri ngd. DU vay, khong phai ai ciing yéu dugc Ho, thuong cam x6t xa cho ndi
cing kho dén dau cua Ho. Nhat 13 ¢ thoi dai hom nay (con ngudi chi wa cac ciu chuyén, cac cudn film méau me bao
luc, ban giét dung dung, tan st tranh gianh nhau vi dong tién, danh loi... thi,) cai chuyén tim 161 BI LEN ma cac tac
gia lon da tan tinh chi dan ciing chi la chuyén “dot dudc di giita ban ngay dé tim cho thdy kim cwong!”

(C6 l1an nghe em géi Kiéu My bao: “Chi doc sach nhiéu quéa nén bj cac nhan vdt am theo thanh ra hoang tiong!
Poc ai ciing thdy minh trong do”, toi dap:

“Ngueoi thién co va ké hdu smh 6 thé HIEU va THUONG duwoc nhau qua CUNG tam trang, canh ngo (ludn ca
cung kién thizc). Nhan dinh cua em han la diing, nhung tai sao ciing chi 1a nhizng con chiz rap néi ma ch; khéng bao
gio ghé mat duroc Véi logi séch hung tan bao ngueoc, hay cd sach dam 67

Lac khoi sy budc vao nghiép viét nim 1988, toi ciing cir theo mét mach vin da duoc “chi 16i” ma di téi. Vi thé
ma&i co cai chuyén “trat duong ray” dudi mat ké doc gia hém nay. Vi thé ma phai “lii thai” mot minh trong dam
swong mu day dic cua chit nghia hién dai (y hét cac hanh dong nghia hiép ctia chang Don Quichotte bi trat duong ray
bai cai nhin cuoi cot ché bai tir lang xdm chung quanh!)



BON.

Cudi nam 1986, cd lan anh hoa si Ha Cam Tam dén choi véi TNH, nhin thay t6i dang ngdi bay day ra san nhiing
tAm anh du mau cit tir cac trang bao My rdi tan man dan vao quyén luu niém, anh di noi:

“Thu Van tho tré va phong luu qua"’

(T6i hiéu ngay chiéu sau —co phan mai mia- cau nhan dinh trong hoan canh trang tay cua toi va TNH khi ay).

Me t6i ciing ndi nhu thé vé dwra con gai “sau ndy ddu cé dan rau muong cham xi dau, con van khéng cau may nhiu
tran”’; cic ngudi cil cling ndi nhu thé vé daa con gai ho deo dudi thoi tré (“Luwong linh ciia anh khéng di mua sach
cho em doc!”). Lai ¢ 1an nghe me bao: “Néu ngodi kia c¢é déng dat, sap nha, chdc con ciing sé cir tir tir...”

That! Cai gi noi bé ngoai cua t6i ciing déu “tir ti”. T6i khong phai 1a ké do lo nuéc mam dém ca dua hanh, khéng
phai dtra cO dau 6c “an nguoi” lac ndo ciing tinh hon tinh loi cho minh. Toi V2~1n ngf)i yén mot chd noi ban viét, mo
nhac Rock a am T KHI hay tin dira em géai ddp may bay mot minh, lang thang roi mat tich trong Paris nim 2002. Nam
2004, toi Van lang lo nam trong tay cai gidy bao cua City of San Jose “phat hai ngan dollars mét ngay néu khong
trinh ra gidy phép xay cdr”... Sau d6 1a “giai quyét rup rup”, han nhién trong don doc khéng mot ngudi cu thé tiép
strc.

(O trén chi 1a hai trong v van vi duy).

Bay gio, dén cac con cho See-Sea & Husky to dung, mdi lan thay dira con dau dat chung ra vuon di tiéu, nghe toi
kéu “Tur tir! Di tir tir!” chling déu hiéu, tu dong cham budc lai theo sogi giay Xich trong tay toi.

Vay ma, kho ai biét (ngay ca me gia) nhitng xao dong nao lubn lubn quay réi ndi tam toi (dic biét & nhitng khuya
mat ngu). “Trong héo ngodi tioi, than nhan ma tdm khéng nhan” chinh 1a nhu thé. Cai dau toi khong bao gio ngung
lam viéc, viéc nay vira giai quyét xong lai phai thanh toan ngay theo viéc khac; ban van nay dang sap két thic lai nghi
ngay dén su chao doi cua mot tic pham méi tirng ap trong dau.

Hai chit “phong luu” khong nhitng duoc dinh gid ¢ bé ngoai “tir tir” ma con khoi di tir nhirng viéc toi 1am (toan 13
“viéc phong luu” khong ra tién bac!). Ma, hé goi phong luu thi phai nghi ngay dén cai nghéo cu thé. Nhung, ciing
NHO VAO diéu khdng quan tdm danh loi, khong lat dat chay theo vat chat ma toi moi PUQC “phong luu”!

NAM.
*/ Nam nay khong nhan o1 Chdc Mung Nam Méi cua Uyén Thao gui qua Email. Co 1€ anh da mét?
*/ Pém 26 Tét, nhan email Monika guri tir New York:

“Feb. 6, 2021
Thu Van,



Your words is very sweet, | agree, the past is past and we cannot go back and change it. But | do believe that if
someone really loves a person they will do everything in their power to make things right to show and be with
that person. And yes, honesty is a very important part of the formula, if it is broken, than it is very hard to get it back,
it's no longer given but must be earned. (...) All we can do is continue and try to make a difference in the most
positive way.

Thu Van, try to not feel lonely, you are very much loved and are a beautiful soul. You have your music, writing,
your little cat, crazy dogs and your kids. | do hope that you and your kids can somehow become closer, they are so
lucky to have you, to have a parent they can still talk to, to laugh with and spend time with. Someday they will realize
and come to terms of the importance of family.

I will write to you later.

God bless you! (Monika).

Ciing that “sweet”! Pay 1a “nguoi dung” dau tién ma sau khi don di khoi Can Nha Nhitng Nguoi Trim Nam Cii
van con viét dugc cho toi nhiéu to thu than mén.

*/ Ngay 28 Tét, nhan email chi Pong Son guri tir Saigon:

BGiady o1,

HOm qua la ngay gié tron 2 nam chau Quéc Tin roi xa céi thé. Vi dang mua dich Convid nén t6i khéng moi khach.
Chi lam mét mam dé thdp hwong cho chdau. Cit méi lan nghi dén chau la t6i lai dau thdt rudt gan. Thwong chdu bi
sinh ra trong mot gia dinh ngheo nén tir nho dén 16n phdi chiu nhiéu thiét thoi dau khé.

Cé dd chudn bi cho Tét dén ddu roi? Dii sao ciing phdi twom tat mot chit dé nhitng nguoi khuat mat do tui. Toi
liic nao ciing budn, khéc hodi. Viét cho ¢é liic nay téi ciing dang khée. Théi, phdi cé gdng séng tot dé nguoi ra di
duwoc nhe long. Co cing vay nha. Mong co khoe. Nam mdi chuc cé stec khoe va an yén. Thanh Phuong.

Doc thu (bay gio) ma nho lai ngay 24Tét nam kia (Jan 2019) gui vé Ii xi cho me con chi 200 dollars.

-25 Tét hom sau, chi email cho biét: “Nguoi ta vira giao tién, chiu Tin ra nhdn, xuc dong ldm, cir néi hodi tiéng
cam on C6 BG.” Tir diu gidy Saigon, t01 nghe giong Tin xen vao dién thoai: “Cé vé VN, nhé dén Thanh Pa 6 véi me
con con nghe? Cit coi nhw nha cia Cé...” (That cam dong!)

Bita 4y, chi Dong Son tiép tuc thd than vé su trAm cam tan v& gia dinh cta Tin, nhu thoi quen vAn 1am mdi kh1 co
dip cung t6i tro chuyén: “Lé ra con trai phai du’ng lén xéng xdo di lam viéc ma nudi me, chit lam sao civ ngoi qué
qudt mot ché dé ba gia hau ha mai?” Toi cudi: “Con la no, vo la oan gia, cira nha nghiép bao. Chi da thoat dwegc hai
cdi ng 16m, bao gio ng con hét thi tw khdc chau bé chi ma di. Em so lic dy chi sé rat bo vo khéng con ai bén canh dé
phai bi hau ha nita.”



-Ngay 28 Tét (nam kia), toi bt than nhan email chi: “Cé BGidy oi, chdu Quoc Tin dot ngot qua doi khuya hom
27...7 That diéng long dén khong ngu duoc ma hinh dung rat rd céi canh khoc thuong cua chi bén quan tai con.

*/ Dém 28 Tét (ndm nay), nho dién thoai dira em ho, goi V& tham ba Di & Nha Trang. Khudn mit twoi cudi cua
Tay Tam hién trén man anh: “Chj oi! Céch day mdy hdm, troi gié 1éng, lai nhé dén chi!”, t6i chot thiy long budn
man mac, dap: “Théi, dimng nhac gié Nha Trang kéo ch; lgi tka nwéc mat!” Nhin sang Ba Di ngdy xua rat dep, (nhan
vat “ba cu 92 tudi ngdi kéo violon giita khuya” trong mot bai viét cua toi di gay an tuong manh cho ¢d hoc trd Tuong
Vy), nay da 97, mai toc bac pho, mi mat da trdm nhung giong Hué van con thanh tao sang ca; trai tim tdi ching
xXuong.

*/ 7 gid t6i 29 Tét, nho dién thoai dira con dau goi vé tham ba Ngoai 95 tuoi va Di Tu 60 tudi cua nd bay lau
vuéng bénh ung thu, than hinh chi con da boc xuong. Nhin doi mat dep cua Di, ndm 2018 gap lan dau ¢ Bong Thap
trong Ie hoi con déu, toi wa thich ngay. Do6i mat sang rg 1ong hy sinh, mot than mot minh tao tan nudi ddm chau md
cdi md clt, bay gio tro thanh sau hodm:; 1ong toi se that.

*/ 10 gio dém 29 Tét, gap dua con ré sau vudn, tdi n6i véi nb: “Maong Mét Tét, néu goi chiic ming Bé Me Dalat
thi cho me chic ké mét tiéng nhw ndm ngodi. Phan me khong biét cach goi Viber.” Trong nd ngan ngir mot thoang,
xong dap: “Con nghi ndm nay Bé Me con khéng dn Tét nén Me ciing chang can goi chiic lam chi!”

(T6i chung hurng!)

Nhé lai cau chuyén trao d6i véi co Tiéu Dung mua xudn 2018 1én Dalat luu tra trong nha ¢d hai bita (truée khi vo
chéng Au Co v& M¥), hdm Ay t6i bao: “Mét nam qua, Au Co lam déu nha em, néu cé diéu chi khién em phdt y thi cho
chi xin 14i hét. Con dgi cai mang, em hay vi chi ma bé qua cho chéu.”

C6 Tiéu Dung cudi: “Chdng cé gi dau chi a, Au Co tanh nét tram tram nhung ciing rat ngoan. Ma, nay chj da néi
Vdy thi em ciing xin néi, sau ndy chdu Néang qua My, néu cé diéu chi 1am buén chj, mong ch; hdy vi em ma bg. ”

T6i nhan.Tai 1a dwa rat trong chir Tin. Mot nam dai dich kinh khung xay ra 1am chao dao toan thé giéi thé nao
cling mic, loi hira cua toi véi nguoi me ¢ xa, tam long ludn that théo theo con, van duoc t6i giir tron nhu dinh déng
cot dé khong vi bat ctr I8 gi ma 1am cho sai chay.

* Sang Ba Muoi, trong khi dira con dau dang bay ban cung d6n ong ba vé an Tét thi tdi nho dra em ho chuyén
glum vao may tam anh ban sang chup cdy hoa dao, “dé dém nay chi dwa vao bai Khai But.” Pa em vua lam vura chi
dan, toi tir chdi hoc. Pra em cudi: “Dé et ma! P6 chi la mot thiz ngdn ngir khac. Chj c6 thé ngol dich ra tiéng Viét
nhitng giong Les Misérables thi cai nay con dé hon nita.” TOi gat: “Chju thoi, chj tha mang tiéng dat chiz khong
muon chit nghia minh ciing tro nhw mdy.” (Cau dap buéng binh, nhung vé6i toi lai 12 mot sy that RAT THAT. Thoi
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dai tién tlen bay gio, ai cing g10| cdng nghé, ngay tir mot dira con nit, nhung rat it ai ¢6 trai tim nd rong. DU vay
khéng mudn néi thém gi vé van dé nay & bai khai bat).

*/ Trua Ba Muoi, nghe dira em ho hoi “Chi ¢6 muén chup tam dnh gia dinh tat nién véi San va Tii khéng? ” t0i tix
chdi: “Chup ma chi con trai con dau, thiéu con gai con ré thi cang thém n4u rugt!”

(Trong 6c¢ nhé lién cau chuyén “Nam 1981 ¢ Salgon t6i c6 nubi Mot con ga de triang ap thanh con. Ngay ngay
nhin né cham chat tim mdi mém cho con, thay rat vui trong bung. Mot hdm ga con chét, ga me ctr di quanh quan
trong vudn, tiéng cdc cic goi con vang hodi khdng nghi. Hinh anh d6 tré thanh mot &m anh khéng bao gid ngudi
trong tdm hon t6i.)

*/ Tam trang tuyét vong mat con ciia Jean Valjean & cudi tac pham Les Misérables 1a tam trang chi Péng Son hom
nay, va cling 1a CUA TOI. T0i ting va dang con 1a “mot ké khon kho” dudi day cung sy song. Nhung thoi, cu tu tur
ma xoa... Pa nhi€u nam qua roi, thém mot nam nira van chang sao!

SAU.

Nhitng giong cudi trong Les Misérables miy muoi nim xua d3 ldy di cua toi nhiéu giot I, bay gio van con lay
nia:

(...) Cosette va Marius quy phuc, mé man toan than, nghen ngao nuréc mdt, moz nguoi guc Xuéng trén mgt ban tay
cua Jean Valjean, nhung doéi tay cao ca ay da im Iim. Nga vé phia sau, hai cay nén chiéu sang than hinh, khuén mdt
trang béch ngira 1én troi, Jean Valjean dé Cosette va Marius hon, hdn mai ban tay ong. Ong da chét!

Pém khéng sao, troi den nhw myc. Chdc chan trong bong téi, c6 mét thién than dang giong hai céanh réng cho
dén linh hon Jean Valjean.

*

* *

Trong nghia dia Pére Lachaise, gan khu lam phlc, rdt xa véi cai khu lich si trong thanh phé ddy mé md, xa
nhitng ngdi mg du kich c& mang céc kiéu chét pho truong ciia ngwoi doi dén ché thién thu vo tan, ¢ mgt goc vang,
doc buc tuong ci, dudi goc mét cay thuy ‘tung bam day nhirng day bim bim vicon 18n khéi bui Co, CO mot phién dd.
Phién da ay cing nhw moi phién khac chang thoat khdi nhitng lo 16i cua thoi gian, ciia meo méc, rong réu va phan
chim gam nhdm. Nuwée mwa nhuém xanh, nang gio 1am nham den mat da. Noi ddy xa tat ca cac 16i qua lai; va nguoi
ta ciing khéng hay di vé goc ndy vi cé mec cao, gidm vao la chan by wét. Khi c6 chat anh néng, li than lan bo 1én
thanh da. Chung quanh, lia dai Mach ring minh dwéi gi6. MUa xudn dén, chim kéu chi choe trén canh.



Phién dd tran trui, dwoc xé vira dii cho mét ngdi mg, dai va hep, khit khao che kin tam voc mét con nguoi.

Phién da khong khac tén ai. Tuy nhién cdch ddy rat 1au, c6 ké dung bat, viét 18n mdy cdu tho ma muwa bui da dan
dan 1am cho mo nhat, khdng con doc dwroe, dén bay gio chdc da mat han:

“Noi ddy yén nghi

Mgt than thé lam néi ding cay

Van ludn ludn cam 10ng ton tai

Mgt sém vi thién than bay cao

Nguoi chét, that don gidn

Nhur ban dém tiép néi ban ngay.”

BAY.

Mot nim qua, bién dong du moi mat lan tran thé gigi. Nuéc My va San Jose ciing khong thoat vong dau bé. Céi
Tam cua t6i l1am khi giao dong trudc “nhimng diéu trong thay ma long dau dén”; cai “tir ti” tré thanh mong manh. Chi
may mot diéu rang “nd chua rung han” nén t6i ¢ tir tir “trd chuyén” v&i cac nhan vat riéng toi, voi cac nhan vat cua
nhitng nha van lon, véi Raskolnikov, Jean Vajean, Fantine...

Pém dén ngay qua, toi ¢ tir tir nAng niu tirng con chit, trn quy ting ciu van bang tim long diu yéu chan that.
Lac bay gio thi khéng nhitng chi 1a “chia xé cai Pep” v4i thién ha, ma con dap thém vao kho tang noi tdm nhiing cai
dep tim thay tir van chwong. Ti nhan minh QUA MAY khi PUGC dén vai “nhirng nguoi khon khd™ ngay ldc con rat
nho, thdy minh RAT MAY khi dem 4p dung va khai trién dugc dam mé doc sach vao nim nim Nugc Chay Qua Cau
(hay suét ca doi).

Tat ca moi ngudi, moi su déu PA hay SE LA nuéc chay qua cau! Nhung nhitng cai toi thu lugm tir cac tdc pham
kinh dién khi con nho ¢ KHONG uong phi ¢¢ TRO THANH nuéc chay qua cau!

Pém Ba Muoi, troi den nhu myc, mua roi ri ra, toi khong c6 ai dé “dén tham trong dém Ba Muwoi” (nhu & budi tiéc
tai nha BUi Bao Nha Trang dém mong Mét Tét dau nim 2017, ca bon —cd t6i va anh Phung Kim Ngoc- dugc nghe
Diéu Cy hat). T6i chi ngdi, lung dwa vao tudng, hai chan u trong chin, tiép tuc cai viéc “phong luu” da lam tir 1au,
hodc noi ding hon la tir mot thang qua. Jean Valjean, Fantine, Cosette va ngay ca Victor Hugo dang ngdi bén canh.

Nghéo ma phong luu van suéng! Nhét 13 trong cai-nghéo-phong-luu 4y van ton tai rat rd hai chit Tu Do. (O day
phai hiéu Ty Do mang y nghia “Mudn lam diéu gi (lwong thién) thi lam ma khong phdi e dé céi nhin soi méi cham
biém cua ké khac”).

Nhitng giong khai but dau nam Tan Stu 2021 chi gom vao mot mdi giéng duy nhat:



“Toi Y THUC duoc rat rd hanh phtic twong dbi nao dang niam trong tay (NEU so sanh minh véi con trai, con gai,
con dau, con ré va ngay ca vai VO SO “ké- ngheo -da- khd” ma “ké-cang-giau-lai-cang-thém-khd” chung quanh)”.

Diéu y thirc ndy phai ké 1a c6 cong gop phan rat 16n caa ¢d hoc trd Tuong Vy va anh Uyén Thao bén mién Pong
nudc My.

Hét!

*/ Vra dinh dong bai thi nhan thiép email anh Uyén Thao gtri, nén ghi thém vao:

Virginia, thw Nam, Feb. 11, 2021 13:26 PM

Happy New Year!

Chuc Ming Nam Moi!

THU VAN oi,

Mong la sé cuoi thoai mai tron nam Tan Suu 2021 va nhirng thang ngay con lai.
Nhé nhiéu,

Uyén Thao.

[l

Dut!

[

Tran Thi Bong Gidy

(Bai két thlc tai San Jose, dém Giao Thira xuan Tan Sizu, thit Sau Feb. 12, 2021
2:40 khuya).

[1



