MOT BAN DAN

(Trich “NHUNG BUC TRANH BOI BA VE” — (Tam bt)

Saigon, thang 11/1981...

C6 mot toi Nguyén dén La Pagode, ngdi lai ubng biére cing ban nhac sudt nhimg khi chiing t6i tam nghi.

Ca toi 1dn Nguyén chang c6 nhiéu d6i dap, chi gop phan vao cac cau chuyén ciia Chanh va Cung.

Hinh nhu Nguyén nhédn ra sy mat quan binh noi t6i dém nay (ban chiéu t6i bo di dan mot minh sau khi cung Pan
trai qua mot tran cai va ghé gom).

T61 khong mudn néi gi voi Nguyen vé cudc séng day vo hién tai. Nguyén nhu an binh trong hanh phiic, di nghich
sdu sac Vi cai dinh ménh toi ta, khlen to1 trd nén xa la.

DBém gap lai, t6i chi ldng im uong, mim cuoi nhiéu va nghe nhoi long nh¢ lai quéng doi thang 5/1976, to1 kho dau
quay quit & Saigdn trong khi Nguyén tré vé Dalat chuan bi lay vo!

T6i tu thuong than minh, thuong ludn cho ca Pan khi ma chi méi Pan gan cén “luc nay” thi lai ciing xa x6i qua
v6i ndi budn voi voi giita trai tim toi.

Nguyén xin dugc nghe Ave Maria cua Franz Schubert, ban nhac ngay xua toi dan ma Nguyén rat yéu thich.

Trén san khau, nhimg am thanh tha thiét van nai (nhu da bao nam dai 61 cui dau van nai Me Maria cit di gium
moi niém théng kho) dém nay duoc Nguyen yéu cau phoi to, sao that mia mai cho minh khéng it! Nguyén hanh phuc
qua vdi vo dep con ngoan va cira nha dam 4 am, lam sao thau rd duogc 101 cdu xin cua toi hudng vé Ptic Me?

Trai tim han manh nhing 101 Nguyén viét vao sach Tran Sa nam cii:

“Trong ddu Nguyén van con vang mdi cdu néi cua Man: ‘Dinh Ménh va Y Chi ching ta thuong 16i diéu'
Nguoi hanh khdch dén san ga dap chuyén tau cudi thi doan tau ciing vira chuyén banh. Tan dc qua! Tai sao c6
su so le qudi quy nhu vay? Nguyén nghi mdi chang ra.

Min yéu ddu ciia Nguyén,

Cudc doi Man phdi chang chi la tong hop cia nhu’ng ngay hanh phic chdt mét, mede mat, tiéng dan, rieou va
thuéc ngu? Cung bdc dinh ménh so le o ché nay Man a. Nguyén cing chi dem dén cho Mdan mudn phién va
nuée mat. Mot linh hon nhé, déi ban tay dai nhung van chwa di chiéu dai dé niu kéo cho Mdn mét hanh phiic,
mot thé dimg ngdt nguéng trong xd hoi.

Man oi, cudc doi Man nhiéu nuéce mat qud roi, Nguyen chang thé ndo tuéng ‘tuong ra duoc mot Man khé dau
hon nita. Nhdt phién tai tinh thién cé luy. Ngay dau gdp va yéu Man, Nguyén nghi minh sé la nguoi dem lai



cho Man nu cuoi, ngut ngan bdt tin. Nhung sao bay gio chi la dau thuong chong chat. Cang ngay cang hién ro
nét khé dau trén mat hé tinh di. Nhat la dém nay, trén Dalat, ¢ mét goc t6i cudi dwong Tdang Bat Ho, khudn
mat Dinh Ménh ciing chinh la khuon mat cua Man.”

Pém thir nhat di dién, tAm trang toi 1a vay. Nghe nhu ¢ chut gi tan nhan trong hanh dong lang im trudc Nguyén,
khong mudn noi 1én voi Nguyén cai diéu rang “Sw dau khé cua t6i chinh dd do Nguyén phan 1ém la nguyén nhén tao
dung.” Khong mudn, boi vi that sdu trong t61 vang vang ¥ nghi kiéu hinh:

“Ngay dén ban chat Giang Chau Tw Ma hay Tir Hai trong Nguyén ciing déu la qud nhé bé so véi cude doi giong
gio cua toi.”

*/ Pém thir hai ké tiép, Nguyén trd lai, noi rang khong dinh tdi ma doi chan ctr van dua dat. Roi moi toi udng café
bén v¢ duong L& Thanh Ton, ngang hong La Pagode.

Thai do Nguyen co gi ky la, to1 khong phan tich dugc. Ching toi cing chi lang im trudc hai tach café. Poi mat
Nguyén cudn xody vao t6i va t6i doc thiy trong do su xuc dong. Chi vay!

Nguyén noi Nguyen di ngang La Pagode dém nay "cot chi dé dwoc nghe mot ban dan!™

T61 mim cuoi, mudn dap 1oi rang "Bdn dan dy phdi dé danh cho RIENG TOI, béi chi t6i théi, chiv khong phdi
Nguyen, mdi can van nai Me Maria céi ginm cho nhitng dau dén”..., nhung lai khong noi.

Chang c6 gi 16 rét o lan d6i dién nay; moi thir trong toi cir thdy nhu bay bay, lang dang...

T6i khong thé ngdi udng café 1au hon 15 phut giai lao nén chao tir gid Nguyen

Tudéng Nguyén di luon; dé dau khi nhin vao kinh chiéu hau noi quay ruou, thay Nguyen budc vao ngdi noi cai goc
trai cli. Ban nhac choi nhiéu ban, cudi cing 1a Ave Maria. Trai tim xody budt khi tiéng violon ngan lén nhiing 4m
thanh nirc nd, giébng nhu nhiing tleng dinh ménh g6 déu trén cudc doi toi tir trude va sau thoi gian di vao doi Nguyén.
T6i khong biét Nguyén nghi gi vé t6i sau 5 nim xa cach; khong biét tinh yéu c6 con am i trong tim ma van trd lai xin
dugc nghe ban nhac ngay xua?

Phan t6i? Ty phan tich, chi nhan ra duy nhat sy pha san hoan toan cta tim hon sau nhimg déng cay nhoc nhan di
trai. Ban chat hung bao cua Pan hién tai, hay sy ém ai nhe nhang cua Nguyén qua khu déu khong thé nao con khién
to1 tin tudng vao tinh yéu va dan ong.

Khi dut ban Ave Maria, Nguyén vut budc nhanh ra khoi La Pagode nhu dé chay tron chinh minh mét nodi tim dan
Xe...
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(Bai viét xong thang 6/2000)
(Poc lai tai San Jose, California, mua dich Vii Han, mét toi thang 5/2020).
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