MOT CUON SACH

KHONG PHAI LA MOT O BANH MI

(Tuy BUtAU-CO' VS)

T6i khongdoc sach theo cai &t ngroi ta an mot 6 banh mi hac mot hop bip rang trong4p
hat, nghia laan voi va nhr thé s3 c6 k& danh nit caa minh. T6i éng khongdoc xong cwn nay thi
lap trc mo ra cwbn khac. Quan tng khong phi la cai dau t6i da “an” duoc bao nhiéu abn sach
ma lada throng thrc dugc nhr thé nao cai vngon @a cubn sach kla

Ludn ludn, khidoc xong hang cbi ciia mjt tac ptam, t6i ngi lang trong not Idc dé thim vao
nguoi moi thir, nhd lai nhirng hang cty, nhirng cau vn da din ti diém miu chbt truge khiduadén
doan két. Thinh thaing réu cé cwn naodic biét thu hat, toi 8 lat tro lai tur trangdau tiéndé doc
nhitng ghi chl @a riéng toi. Cau chuy trong cén ay s& ci luu lai trong t6i nhing ngay sauo.
Téi hinh dung ra nimg chi tét ndi bat, nhirng khuon mat nhan \it, cac am xdc a@a hp ve moi thu,
tuong trong nhing gi toi § phai hoi néu nhr may min gip dugc hy ngoaidoi.

Toi khdng bao g voi va bit dau doc mjt cuon khac ngay bi vi khong mén quéndi cam giac
ngay ngt ma cwn viradoc da o ra trong toi. T6i 8ng c6 @am ngh toi 16i néu bit chop woi vang
cubn moi, nhu thé > dang v roi cubn dadoc mot cach qua fc beo.

Gidng nhr mdi khi tir VN tré lai M, t6i 66 gang tri hodn cang lau candt tviéc giat 4o qun
boi vi mudn giit lai ky niém lan cui giat ching i nguon neée VN, lan cubi mée chang 1én phi
trong khdng khi VN,4n cuwi mic chingdé di choi voi ban béd VN. Téi mubn nim niu ki trong
tri ndo minh nling diéu ay that lau du bét rang moi th ching dwa dén ¢au ma chkhién tdi cang
budn hon; hay du téi ¥n biét rang Iang quén k niém (cubn sach wa doc) s gilp toi tép tuc Vo
nhitng viéc khac nat cach @ dang.

C6 khi nghi, cai cach t6idi xir véi sdch ¥ va ky niém da ot hon cai cach t6idi xu voi con
nguoi. Tiéc! Xin 15i nghe, niing i naoda timg quen kit toil
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A BOOK IS NOT A HAMBUR GER

I don’t read books like some people eat a juicy amer or buttered popcorn at the movie
theater. | don’t close one book and immediatelyt sia another. It's not about how many books
my brain eats up; it's about the taste of the book.

When | finish a book, there’s a moment after | réaal last line and where | just sit there and
absorb everything in, where | remember specifiedirand details that all climax to the end.
Sometimes, if the book’s particularly captivatimgven turn back to the first page and reread all
my highlighted parts and my notes. The book staits mve for the next few days or for as long as |
can hold onto it. | imagine specific scenes, thpressions on the characters’ faces, how they felt
about things, what I'd ask and say to them if | Haglchance to meet them.

I’'m never in a hurry to read a new book becausanitdvant to forget the haze of emotions the
previous book wrapped me in. | almost feel guilby $tarting a new book so quickly, like I'm
abandoning the previous book too soon.



Similarly, when | come back from Viet Nam, | try pait off washing my clothes for as long as
possible because | remember the last time | watese clothes was with Viethamese water, the
last time | hung them up to dry was in Vietnamesetlae last time | wore them was to play with
Vietnamese friends. | want to hold on to the feglior as long as | can, even if it doesn’t get me
anywhere, even if it makes me sadder, even if lWknwving past the book/memories will make it
easier for me to do other things.

Sometimes | think | treat books and things and redmetter than | treat people. (Sigh). Sorry,
people who know me.
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