THE MAFIA
AS WE KNOW IT

(Research)
(Written when 16 year-old)

(Tran Nghi Au Co)

This is your time to pay,

This is your judgement day,

We made a sacrifice,

And now we get to take your life,

We shoot without a gun,
We'll take on anyone,

It's really nothing new,

It's just a thing we like to do.

You better get ready to die,
You better get ready to kill,
You better get ready to run,

Cause here we come,

You better get ready to die!
Your life is over now,

Your life is running out,
When your time is at an end,

Then it's time to kill again,

We cut without a knife,

We live in black and white,

You're just a parasite,

Now close your eyes and say good-night.
(Andrew W .K.)

Why is it that the law-abiding citizen in our world today always tempted to
romanticize the average criminal? One after another, we turn them into
hopeless heroes fighting for the greater good of all mankind. We fabricate their
struggles and glorify their quest. We come up with elaborate stories justify- ing
their actions. And as a result, the hardworking men and women of the law
become the bad guys. Writers and movie producers paint a tragic picture of
these dangerous men and women in a way that tells the gullible audience of the
hard- ships and difficulties of these terrible people.

Thus, instead of the dark picture that one should have seen, a picture of a
young man, destitute, struggling to live on the streets where the only place to



turn to is crime covers reality. In turn, Jesse James, a thief and murderer, is
transformed into a gallant bandit, fighting for a lost cause, fighting to defend
his land in the years following the Civil War. Bonnie and Clyde becomes the
modern Romeo and Juliet, a pair of lovers, wanting only a happy and blissful
life in a time of great hardship, the Great Depression. All these stories and
movies presented to us by the media turns every bad guy into your friendly
neighborhood Robin Hood. When in reality, they’re just a group of people, too
lazy to earn their living through the hard, honest and decent way.

It’s hard to imagine how some of the crimes committed by our fellow
human brothers are formed. How it is possible for them to do the things that
they do? How do they live with themselves? While scanning the news
yesterday on the Internet, I came across an article about Marcus Wesson, a man
who brutally murdered his nine children from the ages of one to twenty-four.
That was it. No explanation. No justification. The officers that first showed up
on the scene were so badly effected by it all that they were forced to go on
administration leave to seek counseling. Nine people. Nine. Their bodies were
stacked up in a pile of cloths. This was through the hands of one man. One man
was able to produce so much blood and agony. Just one man. A man acting on
his own will.

Think, for a second, if there was an organization of men, working to kill, to
terrorize, and to benefit from the fear of others. What would you do? You
would be scared, correct? Though you might be scared of these men, who
indeed do exist in the form of the Mafia, the image that you have of them is
totally wrong. Truth be told, the media is a big factor in the false image you
have of the Mafia. Movies like The Godfather helped the picture of mobsters
being “men of respect and honor.” In the eyes of the public, dark and handsome
Italian men dressed in nice suits and ride big, fancy cars is seen. The crimes
they commit just appear. For instance, in The Godfather, when the head of the
film producer’s horse is cut off and place next to him in bed, there is no
indication that it was the doings of Don Corleone, yet the man just knew that it
was a message. Senator Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated in 1968. The mob
might have been connected to it. President John F. Kennedy shared a mistress
with Sam Giancana. There are connections everywhere connecting to the mob.
Things like that make the Mafia seem more mysterious, more invulnerable. Of
course it would, it isn’t easy to shoot a former president’s brother in a room
filled with people and get a way with it. The purpose is to make it seem like the
Mafia is able to accomplish the impossible.

And it’s also to make it seem like they don’t want to do what they’re doing,
that they don’t want to kill. How is that possible? The idea of them “being
forced criminals” is prepos- terous. Marcus Wesson was one man. The Mafia is
a group of men who kill, pimp, traffic illegal drugs and arms; distribute
counterfeit money and so much more. They are people who rise in the blood of
others. They’re called “organized crime.” The things that they do are
“organized.” Two words that should never be heard together are “organized”



and “crime”. It is unthinkable that crime could be thought out and planned like
holiday vacations.

But there were some Mafiosi that did, in a way, accomp- lish “the
impossible”. Al Capone is possibly one of the most famous gangsters in the
Mafia history. He was the Kingpin of Chicago in the Roaring Twenties. His
war with treasury agent Eliot Ness and his band of Untouchables became the
subject of an American legend. Although sadly, in the end, Al Capone was
captured due to tax invasion and was prisoned at San Francisco Prison.

Another amazing figure was Charles “Lucky” Luciano. He turned the
Mafia into a well-organized and lucrative entity. Although he was arrested, he
was released because of his war effort in World War Il and was exiled to Italy,
where he continued to smuggle heroin into the United States. No matter how
hard the FBI or anyone else for that matter tries to deny the Mafia, they can’t
deny the fact that they depend on the Mafia to help them. Luciano assisted the
Allies in World War II in the invasion of Italy.

When it came down to capturing the Mafia, not just the guys at the bottom
of the ladder, but the big guys, who helped them? It was the inside men, Henry
Hill, Abe “the Kid” Reyes, Joseph Valachi. The inside core of the mob. Sammy
“The Bull” Gravano was known to the underworld as “the rat that sang to the
feds”, Gravano’s testimony brought down members of the Gambino, Columbo
and Genovese Families. It also brought down the Dapper Don, John Gotti. As a
result of his information, he was granted immunity and became another
member of the Witness Protection Program. Under his alias, he was still active
in the criminal life. Do you see? Even when he was giving a second chance, he
can’t stop commiting Crime.

It is also seldom known to the public that it was our “great government”
that had unintentionally helped the world of crime become stronger, they
foolishly had fortified crime. How? The Prohibition. In the Roaring Twenties,
the U.S. government had attempted the impossible: they had banned the sale,
use, and production of all liquor. This resulted in an angry public, and along
with that, the modern day bootlegger was also developed. The Mafia prospered
during this era. They killed, terrorized, and were openly contemptuous of the
law.

So in a way, it is understandable as to why the Mafia was idolized and
transformed into heroes in a period as this:

1/ They gave the people what the law refused to.

2/ In truth, the Mafia in our mind is too gruesome to imagine. The brains
see what it wants to see. A person doesn’t want to think that, Marcus Wesson, a
fellow man is able to kill nine of his children. That same person also doesn’t
want to know that there is an organization working in the shadows, an
underworld the average public isn’t included in. It’s a disturbing thought.
Again, it all comes back to being fearful of what we don’t know.

(Cali. 2004)
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XA HOI BEN DU:GI MAT
CHUNG TA

 (Tim Hiéu)
(Viet ra khi 16 tuoi)

(TTBG chuyén Viét ngir)

Dén hoi tra gid ciia mi
Bita nay la ngay xu tgi
Bon ta hy sinh nhiéu qua
Bdy gio téi ldy mang mi

Ta bin ma khéng can siing
Chdng tir nan mét ké ndao
Piéu dy ciing khéng méi la
Chi la y thich bon ta

Mi hay chudn bi dé chét
Va nén t thi lay than

Cir viéc chuon di ma tranh
Bd&i vi bon ta sé dén

D t6i hoi mi phdi chét

Poi mi gio ké nhw xong
Mang mi bude qua doan két
S6 mi xem nhw di hét

DPén liic ta lai ra tay

Cdt ddau mi khéng can dao
Bon ta song sai ma diing

Lit mi, mot phuong an hgi
Nhdm mdt va chiic ngii ngon!

(Andrew W.K.)

Tai sao nhitng ké ton trong ludt phdp trong thé giGi con nguoi hém nay
Iuén luén cir phai bi cdm dé dé tiéu thuyét hoa nhitng téi pham? Tir ké nay sang
ké khdc, ching ta bién ho thanh nhitng nguwoi hing, tuyét vong chién dau cho
diéu tot dep lon lao cua nhan logi? Chung ta bia ddat khodc cho ho chiéc Go ddu
tranh va dé cao nhitng kiém tim ciia ho? Chiing ta dung nén nhitng cdu chuyén
trau chuét dé bao chita cho hanh vi ho? Rét cuée, nhitng con nguwoi lam ludt va
thi hanh ludt phdp lai tré thanh ké xdu. Nhitng nha van va nhitng nha lam phim
dd 16 vé nén trede mdt dam khan gia kho khao mét birc tranh bi tham vé nhiing



noi khé khin ma nhitng ké kinh khing ay phai ganh chiu. Tir do, thay vi mot
birc chan dung den 164, nguoi ta sé lai thay mét mau hinh vé mot chang tré tudi
nghéo ting, cé dau tranh dé song con trén dwong phé, noi ma chi ¢6 mot 16i dé
sinh ton la nhiing tay vao t6i dc thoi.

Lan lwot, Jesse James, mot tén trom cdp giét nguoi, dwoc chuyén thanh tén
cuép hao hoa, lam loan d@é bao vé cho qué hwong anh ta khodng thoi gian tir
sau cuoc Noi Chién Mpy; Bonnie va Clyde tro thanh Romeo va Juliet tan thoi,
mét cdp tinh nhan chi mo dwoc song hanh phiic sung swéng trong moét thoi dai
kho khan ghé gom, thoi ky ma nguoi ta goi la Great Depression, (co nghia la
Sw Thodi Héa Tét P ciia mede My). Nhitng méu chuyén va phim dnh dwoc gidi
truyén thong phé bay véi ching ta chi la sw bién doi nhitng ké xau thanh ra
nhitng Hiép ST than can ban hitu. Trong khi trén thuc té, ho lai la mot nhém
nguwoi qud lwoi biéng trong viéc kiém song bang sw khé nhoc hrong thién dang
hoang.

Thét khé tuong twong lam thé ndo ma t6i dc lai dwoc thanh hinh boi nhing
ké dong logi véi chiing ta. Tai sao ho lam thé? Cdch nao ho c6 thé séng an én
voi chinh luong tam ho? Moi ngdy hom qua, xem tin tic trén mang ludi, t6i
bong doc dwoc mot bai viét vé Marcus Wesson, nguoi dan ong My den da tan
nhan giét 9 dira con ciia éng ta trong tuéi tir 1 dén 24. Thé day! Khéong gi gidi
thich néi. Khéng gi xét dodn néi. Nhitng vién canh binh dau tién budce vdo can
nha t6i 16i da bi lom giong hdi hing dén ndi ho phdi xin nghi viéc trong it ldu
dé tw tran an. Chin nhan mang. Chin! Nhitng cdi thdy dwoc chdt thanh dong va
c6t chim véi nhau bang nhitng soi gidy vai. Pay la diéu dwa dén tir ban tay mot
con nguoi. Chi mét nguoi dd cé kha ndng tao ra qud nhiéu méau va sw dau dém
qucin quai cho ké khac. Chi mot nguoi thoi. Mot ké hanh dong boi y muén ciia
chinh 6ng ta.

Xin ban hay bo ra mgt gidy dé nghi xem, néu nhuw biét c6 mét tip hop 16
chikc nhitng con nguoi —nhw t6 chire Mafia- lam hanh dong sat nhan dem so hai
cho ké khdc, thi ban sé thé nao? C6 phdi ban sé bi khiép ddm khéng? Nhu vy,
cdi hinh anh ma ban dwoc vé ra tir giéi truyén thong thi diing la hoan toan sai
va huyén hodc. Nhitng phim anh nhw The Godfather (B6 Gia) da givp cho
nhd"ng tén du dang ma cé tro nén la “nhing con nguoi danh dw dang kinh
trong”. Trong cdi nhin quan chiing, nhing chang nguoi Y da néu dep trai dn
van banh bao, ldi nhitng chiéc xe do s¢ da dugc pho bay, nhung nhitng 161 dc
ciia ho thi nhw thé khéng biét tir dau ma xudt phat? Vi dy mét canh trong phim
B6 Gia: Khi cdi dau con ngua cua mot nha san xuat phim bi chat diet va dem
dat canh givong ngi 6ng ta thi da khéng cé dau hiéu ndo cho khdn gid nhdn
biét rdng do la hanh dong cua Don Corleone; va trén thuc té, nhan vt nha san
xudt phim kia van biét @6 la sw nhdc nhé rang cdi dau cia chinh éng ta sé bi
cat nhw thé. Thirong Nghi ST Robert F. Kennedy bi dm sdt nam 1968. Bing
dang Mafia dwoc ké la ¢é dinh liu vao chuyén dé. Tong thong John F. Kennedy
lai co lien h¢ tinh cam voi nguoi tinh cua Sam Giancana, mot trong nhitng tay
trim Mafia thué dy. Nhw thé cho thay 6 dau ciing cé sy hién hitu ciia t6 chirc
Mafia! Nhitng sy kién nhw vay da khién cho Mafia dwoc xem la bi mdt hon, va
cang khong thé dung cham téi. Han nhién dau phdi dé ma bin guc em trai mot



Tong Thong My ngay trong mot can phong day ngwoi ma lai c6 thé thoat than
noi. Cai muc dich dé ra (cua gioi truyen thong, phim anh) la 'y nhuw thé Mafia c6
kha ning hodn tdt “moi diéu khéng thé”. Va ciing nhu cho thdy la nhitng nguoi
trong cdi xa hoi den kia di khéng muén lam nhitng gi ho budc phdi lam, hay
khéng muon giét nguoi vay. Vo Iy, ¢é phdi khong?

Cai y twong “bi bugc phdi lao vao tgi dac” thi dung la vo ly. Marcus
Wesson chi la mét cd nhan. Con Mafia lai la mét tdp hop nhitng ké giét nguoi,
ma co, vi pham ludt giao thong, buén ban ma tuy, tang trir vii khi, lam bac gia,
va nhiéu thir khéc nita. Nhitng ké song va lam gidu tir mdau ciia nguoi khac. Ho
duoc goi tén la ‘Té Chirc Téi Ac”. Nhitng diéu ho lam déu nam trong mét “hé
thong”. Chi méi diéu (cam) la hai tir ngit “t6 chire” va “toi dc” khéng dwoc
néu lén cing lic, ma phdi hinh dung “t9i dc” dwoc sdp xép nhw nhitng viée

phdai lam trong mot ngay nghi ngoi vui thu ma thoi.

Thdt sw thi trong cudc song ciing da c6 nhitng phan tir xa héi den lam dwoc
“nhitng diéu khong thé thuc hién.” Vi du nhw Al Capone, mgt trong nhiing tay
trium Mafia néi tiéng nhat lich siv Mafia. Thdp nién 1920 & Chicago, 6ng ta la
xép xong xd hoi den. Cudc chién giita bang nhém éng ta véi Eliot Ness (mét Uy
vién trong Bé Tai Chinh) va nhém Untouchables (khong thé dung cham) ciia
ong nay tré thanh dau dé cho huyén thoai My. Rii ro cho Al Capone la cudi
ciing 6ng ta bi bdt vi tron thué va bi giam & nha tit San Francisco.

Mot truong hop dang kinh ngac khdc nita la Charles “Lucky” Luciano.
Ong nay bién doi Mafia thanh ra mét t6 chire ¢6 hé thong chdt ché, ncfy sinh
nhiéu loi nhudn. Bi bo tii, nhung trong Thé Chlen II, ong da c6 cong giip do
Pong Minh nén sau dé dwoc tha va truc xudt vé Y. (Tai Y, 6ng ta van tiép tuc
buén bdn va chuyén bach phién vao nwée My.) Nhe thé cho thdy, dit co quan
diéu tra FBI hay bat cir ké nao cé muén phu nhdn sy hién hivu cua Mafia thi ho
ciing khéng thé choi dwoc sw kién ho ciing can Mafia gitip ho trén nhiéu
chuyén.

N0oi t6i sw sup do ciia xd héi den, ngueoi ta phai dé cap dén nhiing phan tir
quan trong gdy ra diéu do, nhitng diém chi vién tir chinh trong néi bo bing
nhom ho, nhuw Henry Hill, Abe “the Kid” Reyes, Joseph Valachi. Po la nhitng
thudc ha théan tin nhat cia cdc tay Trim. Trong xd héi den, Sammy “The Bull”
Gravano duoc biét t6i nhu “lodi chudt nhat ban thiu chuyén tau hot voi FBI”.
Cdc chimg ¢é ma Gravano dwa ra da lam triét ha nhiéu phan tir bang dang ciia
cdc gia dinh Mafia nhi gia dinh Gambino, Columbo va Genovese, va dwa dén
s til t6i cho tay Triom John Gotti, biét danh la Dapper Don. Péi lai véi két qua
nay, tén Sammy lai dwoc FBI ban cho cdi quyén “bdi mién” va tré thanh hoi
vién cua cai goi la “The Witness Protection Program” (16 chirc bdo vé nhitng
nguoti ching). Dudi mot cdi tén gia, Sammy van tiép tuc lam t6i dc. Ban thdy
khéng, ngay ca hic hin dwoc mét co hdi dé lam lai cude doi, han ciing khong
ngieng tay truée Téi Ac.

Thét hiém khi quan chiing biét dwgc mng chinh cadi “chinh phu vi dai” cua
ching ta da mét cach dai dét gitip cho t6 chirc Mafia thanh ra manh mé hon,



ciing co thém ginwm ho nhitng t4i de. Bang cdch ndo? —Bang sw Cam Dodn.
Thép nién 1920, chinh phii My dd ban hanh mét diéu ludt “khong thé lam
dugc”. - Cam tat cd nhitng gi thugc vé ruou manh (ndu rieou, san xudt rieou hay
uong rieou). Két qua diéu ndy la sw néi gign ciia ddn ching, dong thoi, nhitng
nguoi ban rwou lgu thoi nay da dwoc khai sinh va phat trién tir sw cam dodn
do. Mafia tro thanh thinh vieong lon manh trong ky nguyén vira ké. Nhitng hanh
vi nhie giét chée, ham doa, khiing bo va chong doi ludt phap mét cach cong
khai da dwoc banh truéng manh.

Do dé, thdt dé hiéu véi diéu tai sao ma lai ¢é nhﬁngphcfn tr xa hoi den tro
thanh than twgng trong vai tro nhitng nguoi hing:

1/ Ho dem lai cho dén nhitng dieu ma chinh phii cam.

2/ Mafia thuc sy trong y tuong chung ta thi qud ghé gom, ma thoi thuong
con nguoi chi mudn nghi dén nhiing diéu dep. Chang han, khong ai muon nghi
rang mot ké dong logi ciia minh —nhie Marcus Wesson- lai ¢6 thé tw tay giét 9
dira con trong mét lic! Ciing thé, chdang ai muon biét rang dang cé nhitng ké
am tham lam ra nhitng ti dc trong mot thé giGi ma nguoi thuong khong budc
vdo dwoc, béi dé la mét ¥ tuéng rat dang kinh so. Vi thé cdi khuynh hwong choi
nhin di nhitng diéu gi khéng hiéu noi van la khuynh hwdng song cia con
nguoi.

(Cali, Mar. 20/2004)
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