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"WANTED: A SMILER" @

(Written when 15-years-old)
(Tran Nghi Au Co)

Life can suck sometimes. Extremely. The frustration and anger boiling
within you. There are times when you don’t care anymore, you’re just
screaming to the whole world, Bite me! Right? You know what I mean. You
want to rip your hair out because everyone and everything in this miserable
Earth is fit to make you want to kill yourself. School. Friends. Family. Work.
Your dwindling self esteem. Whatever.

Everything. Life in general. It’s just all ready burst inside. Waiting to
explode. So what do you do? I don’t know. Some people read, others talk
hysterically, while few might cry and wallow in self-pity. And then there are
those who find it comforting to hurt themselves, inflicting bloody scars forever
imprinting a mark in their souls. A few just sinks lower and lower into the
bottomless pit of depression, until they go to deep that they can’t get out. Then
there are those, the stronger ones, who possess the rare gift of laughter. Clowns,
for instance. They have the ability to laugh thus, making others laugh.

Laughing, so simple, yet, so full of meaning. Laugh, and all your hatred,
hurt, tears, they disappear. It’s easy, you know, the ability to laugh through
tears, I mean. Look at a child, she doesn’t know anything about life, the
suffering and death, she’s too innocent to know, her biggest problem is trying
to stand up straight or getting a wet diaper, not worrying about faraway things
that she knows nothing about, she laughs. Look at that, imitate a child!

Some might take your laugh for insanity. But is it insanity? Or is it a mask
to hide how you really feel? Laughter gives you a soul, it gives you life. I know
many a time when I was at the edge of hell, my world was dying, my heart was
just cracking, I looked up, at a stranger, a friend, my mother, and they smile,
and suddenly it’s like I was born again. That gave me a warmth that burns so
deep within me, like a fire in a kitchen where a blissful family dwells. The love
is so dense that it’s like a fog. Only warmer. That kind of warmth. And that’s
all from a smile.

People who laugh, no matter how ugly or unattractive or fat or stupid they
are, if they can laugh at it all, especially to laugh when they really want to cry,
they have the true gift. Why? Because laughter is beauty in itself. Laughter,
smiles, it takes one far in life. Far away from all the bad stuff. That’s hard.
That, my friend, is a talent.

) Cai twa mang tinh cich ctia mot cii quang cao. “Can Ngudi”. Mot 16i choi chir ciia Au
Co. Smiler: Chit riéng cua Au Co tu ché ra (thém chitr R dang sau chitr Smile): “Mdt ké no
nu cuoi.”



What more is that a smile costs nothing. Nothing at all. Except for a desire
to love and be loved in return. That’s all. Thus, you can take this little
miscellany as a wanted ad. Needing a laughter, a smile.

It’s telling you to go out after reading it and smile at the first person you
stumble upon, no matter it be a homeless man, a small child, your neighbor or
some guy that looks as if he just murdered someone, smile at them, and you’ve
done your good deed for the day. Remember, a smile costs nothing, only love,
pure and undiluted love.

(Cali. Sept. 13/2003)
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“DANG CAN MOT
NU CUOr

(TTBG chuyén Viét ngi).

Cuéc séng doi khi thdt la kho chiu. Cuc ky kho chiu. Nong ndy va gian dir
s6i suc trong con ngwoi ban. C6 liic ban khéng con muon luu tam t6i diéu gi cd,
ma chi muon hét to véi tat ca moi ngueoi: “Mdc xdc t6i!” Dung khéng? Ban
hiéu t6i néi gi chu? Ban chi muén birt téc béi vi moi thir va moi con nguoi trén
trdi ddt quy qudi ndy chi muon giét chét ban. Truong hoc. Ban bé. Nguoi than.
Céng viéc. S tr tin ciia ban cang ngay cang bé. Thé do!

Tat cd. Néi chung la cude doi. N6 dang réi bung. Roi chudn bi né. Vay thi
ban phdi lam sao trong triong hop dy? Téi khéng biét. C6 ngueoi doc sdch, ¢é
ké néi khing dién, c6 ké khéc 1én va dam chim trong sw tw minh thirong xot ldy.
Ciing 6 nguot tim an ui trong viéc hanh ha chinh minh, heu lai nhimg vét 5€0
nhie nhitng déau an doi doi trong tam hon ho. C6 nguoi lai chim xuong trong noi
tuyét vong khon ciing cho dén lic qud sau khéng thé ngoi lén dwoc. Chi nhitng
ké manh hon, nhitng con nguwoi cé dwoc tiéng cuoi quy gid moi qua néi nhiing
liic nhw thé. Chang han mdy anh hé. Ho c¢é khd ning dé cwoi va lam cho ké
khac cuoi.

Cuoi, that la don gian, nhung tran day y nghia. Cuoi, de cho tat ca moi
hén thi, don dau, nuoc mat bién madt ca di. Qud dé! Téi mudn néi la cdi tai
cuwdi trong miede mdt. Hay nhin mot diva tré thi thdy, né khéng biét gi vé cudc
doi, dau khé va chét chéc, né qud hon nhién dé khéng can biét dén ca viéc
ditng cho thang nguwoi hay viéc can thay mot cdi ta wét, né ciing chang buon lo
ling gi dén nhitng diéu xa x6i khdc. N6 chi biét toét miéng ma cuoi. Nhin né di,
va bdt chiée né!

Cé nguoi sé hiéu lam cdi cuoi cua ban la dién. Nhung ding thé chang?
Hay d6 la mét cdi mdt na dé gidu di néi buon cia ban. Tiéng cwoi dem cho ban



tam hon, tang cho ban cugc Séng. T6i nhé nhiéu lan khi t6i dang rat khé, moi
thir chung quanh sup do, trdi tim nitt ran, téi nhin lén va thdy mét nguoi la, mot
nguot ban, me t6i, dang cuoi voi t6i. Ldp tirc nhu dwoc tai sinh. Nu cuoi ay da
dem cho t6i néi am, ngin chdy trong t6i gzong nhw ngon hia dang chdy trong
can bep cua mot gia dinh. Tinh thuwong day ddic nhw swong mi. That am. Va cdi
dam dy chi ndy sinh tir mét nu cuoi ma thoi.

Nhitng ké cuwoi, khéng ké rang xau xi hay vé duyén, mdp map hay ngéc
nghéch, néu ho cuoi dwoe vao ngay chinh cdi xdu ciia ho, nhdt la cuwoi khi ma
ho chi dang muén khoc, méi goi la co tai thuc sw. Tai sao? Boi vi nu cuoi ty no
da la cdi dep, ddy con nguwoi tién 1én, dwa ho xa khoi nhimg diéu toi té. Kho
lam! Nhung thdt thé, ban a.

Hon nita, mot nu cwoi khéng ton gi hét. Khong chit nao hét. Ma chi la mét
tinh cam cho di va nhdn sy dap lai cua tinh cam dy. Chi thé. Do dé ban c6 thé
dung bai viét nay nhw mot cdi mdu quang cdo. Can mot tleng cuoi, mot nu
CUOi.

Poc xong bai viét, ban hdy di ra ngodi né nu cwoi véi nguoi ndo dau tién
ma ban gdp, khéng can biét dé la mot ké khong nha, mét dira nhé, mét anh
hang xém, hodc ngay cd mot tén vira méi giét nguwoi, hdy cwoi véi ho, va ban da
lam xong dwoc mot diéu tot cho ngay hém dé. Hay nhd, mot nu cwoi chang ton
gi cd, chi ton mot tam long thanh khiét ma théi.
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