A MOMENT WAS ALL
YOU COULD ASK FOR

(Tran Nghi Au Co)

The only happy, Disney-family memory I have of my parents’ marriage is
this:

I was sprawled on the hardwood floor in the middle of the living room next
to a pile of my favorite crayon-scarred, raggedy children’s books. All of a
sudden, I heard my mom scream and throw her arms around my dad’s neck.
She was hugging him as hard as she could; he’s laughing and hugging her back.

I remember looking at them in complete bewilderment. I didn’t know if I
should be scared or excited, if I should scurry into the hug for fear of being left
out. Never once in my six years of living had I ever seen them display any sigh
of affection towards each other. They didn’t even seem like they were friends;
they seemed, rather, like two people merely inhabiting the same house, in a
perpetual game of hide and seek, dodging each other and slipping in between
shadows and silence. I sensed no emotional connection between them, nothing
that bonded them together. And I suspected that if I were to disappear, the
flimsy bond of their relationship would simply dissipate.

But that night, our house was cozy. When she finally let go of him to kneel
down in front of me, her face was still glowing, her voice still breathless. She
said to me, “My very first encyclopedia set.”

For her birthday, my father had bought her a fancy set of French
encyclopedias that concentrated only on Literature: great works, the lives and
legacies of their creators, literary movements, everything you ever needed to
know about Literature. She’d always wanted it and he got it for her.

Their marriage didn’t last, of course. But if you were sitting there next to
me that night, you wouldn’t be able to deny just how much they loved each
other, how compatible they were for each other, even if it was evanescent.

One minute was enough, Tyler said, a person had to work hard for it, but a
minute of perfection was worth the effort. A moment was the most you could
ever expect from perfection. —Tyler Durden, (Chuck Palahniuk, Fight Club).
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THA MOT PHUT HUY HOANG
ROI CHOT TAT!

(Muon tho Xuan Diéu).
(TTBG chuyén Viét ngir)

Ky niém than tién duy nhdt (ma téi ¢6) vé mot hanh phiic gia dinh trong
cugc song hon nhan cua cha me t6i la nhu sau:



Toi dang nam dai trén san can phong khach, canh bén dong phan mau lon
ngon va nhitng quyen sdch con nit toi yéu thich. Béng dung, t6i nghe tiéng Me
16i kéu lén, roi thdy ba vong hai tay quanh cé cha téi. Me 6m Cha thdt chdt;
con Cha thi cuoi va ciing om Me tra lai.

T6i nhé da nhin hai nguoi trong tam trang hoan toan kinh ngac, khéng biét
la vui mirng hay so' hdi, nhwng civ muon chay dén nhdp vao chung trong cdi 6m
ciia ho vi s¢ bi ho b6 roi... Chuwa bao gio trong 6 ndm qua ma téi nhin thdy cha
me bay to chut déu hiéu tinh cam nao cho nhau nhu thé. Ho & véi nhau nhw hai
nguwoi ban; hon nita, nhi hai con ngudi song chung dwdi mét mai nha, (luén
doi xir nhau nhw) trong tro choi cit bdt, tranh né nhau va (méi nguwoi) tw rit
vdo bong t6i va s im lgng (cua riéng nhau). Téi cam twong nhu giita ho chdang
c6 moi quan hé tinh cam hay diéu tréi budc nao. Va téi ciing ngo' rang néu nhu
16i bién mat thi cdi moi lién két méng manh kia ciing sé dé dang tiéu tan théi.

Nhung dém dé lai khdc, can nha ching t6i dam ra dm dp han. Cudi cing
khi roi khéi Cha dé dén quy nhom trede mat téi, khuén mdt van con ruc sdng,
giong noi van con hén hén, Me néi véi 16i: "Day la bo sach tw dién bach khoa
dau tién Me c6."

Nhan ngay sinh nhdat Me, Cha da mua nguyén mot bo tir dién bach khoa
bang tiéng Phap voi nhiéu hinh dnh mau sdc, tdp trung chi trén Van Churong:
nhitng tac pham 1om, cudc doi va di san cia cdc tic gid, nhing nhip chuyén
déng ciia van chwong, tdt ca moi diéu ma ngudi ta can biét khi di vao thé gidi
Van Chuong. Me luon mo woc bo cfy va Cha da dem no lai cho Me.

Di nhién cuéc hén nhan giita Cha & Me khéng kéo dai lau. Nhwng néu ban
ngoi canh téi dém ds, ban ciing khong thé choi nhdn rang ho da yéu nhau dén
chirng ndo, xirng hop nhau dén chirng ndo, ngay ca dé chi la khoanh khdc phi
du.

Nhén vit Tyler Durden trong film Fight Club dd néi: "Mt phit di roi.
(Trong cudc doi) nguoi ta can phdi né luc (dé kiém tim) ra né; mét phiit hoan
hao thi dang gid (hon tdt ca). (Va) cdi gidy ldt (nhw thé) la diéu ban c6 thé doi
cho tir sw hoan hdo.
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