MY PAIN

(Tran Nghi Au Co)

I walked slowly out of the school building. It was Thursday, and I usually
loved Thursdays because it was the day before Friday. But, especially today I
hated it. My father is coming soon, and is probably here already, waiting in my
mom's car. He had walked out on the family when I was eight years old. So
now when he asked my mom if he could come and see me on Vietnamse New
Year. My mom, though shocked, still said yes. She is a woman with a very
good heart. She tried whatever she could to make me happy. When she asked
me about my father's coming back, I totally turned away from the idea. But she
said, "AuCo, if you want to live throught the year 2000, you have to have a
good heart. Your father is begging to meet you." 1 didn't want to talk about it, so
I mumbled a yes.

I can began to see the car coming into view so is my dad. He stood there,
next to my mom's car, his head is bald, and his beard has grown whiter as if he
has been under stress. I wouldn' t be surprised. As I approached the car, he rush
out to give me a hug. I pushed away from him, embarrassed. I noticed a
wedding ring on his finger. How could he wear that wedding ring in front of my
mom? I didn't want to be seen with him. So I hurried into the car.

My father started at me all the way to a restaurant.

I didn't say nothing to him all through the meal but only talk to my mom. I
know that the actions I am doing is cruel but I think my father deserves it. Afer
what he has done to my mom and I, how could I forgive him?

The meal was finished. We left the restaurant. At the Costco, my father
insisted on buying me a gift. After a while, I finally choose a book about cats.
Then we went to an offcisupply store and my mom bought me many beautiful
pens. In the super market, I tried to show my mom what kind of cat which I
thought my cat was, but she was too busy to listen to me. So my father tried to
make conversation with me and started to build a trap. I guess I got caught in
that trap and started to talk to him back, but really inside me, there was a
feeling as if I am talking to a stranger not my father.

When we got home, my father seemed to have gotten me in that trap even
more. I talked to him even more. This went on for an hour untill I stopped and
thought about what I am doing can be hurting my mother. So I went over to her
to see how she felt, and she said, "Go ahead! Don't worry about me! I don't
mind!" After she said that, I felt better, same time with a guily feeling inside
me. So [ went to sleep.

The next morning, I woke up early for school and hurried to get out of the
house.



On Saturday morning, all of my friends came to my house for their piano
lessons. While I was standing there and talking to my friends, suddenly my
right leg gave away. [ knew what was happening is unsually. I told my mother
what was going on for my leg. My father wanted to rub on some stinky
medicine oil, but I refused him. I hated when he touched me. So I said lie that it
didn't hurt anymore.

That Saturday night, I asked my father if he could go to his home a couple
of days later? He answered that since his plane was going to leave at 8:00 in the
Sunday morning, he would change the flight and leave at 10:00 at night. I asked
why he couldn't go back to his own home the next Monday? He said because of
his job. I thought, well, when he was living with me and my mother, he left his
job, his family and our happiness in under 30 seconds. I didn't believe what he
said.

On Sunday, two days later, it was the last day he stayed with us. So in the
morning, when he asked me if I wanted to go to a movie, I said yes. But then
when we got into the car, I changed my mind and instead of going to a movie, I
wanted to go to a bookstore called Barnes and Noble after we left the restaurant
called Day Cow. I chose a book, The Witches. My father asked if 1 wanted
anything else. I said yes and got two CD.

In the afternoon, my mother had invited a coulple of old friends over for
dinner to drink beer or alcohol! (Ewwwwww!) Then it happened. It was around
5:00 PM when my father's "wife" called. I picked up the phone and I heard her
voice. | asked who she was. She said her name and that this morning she went
to the airport to pick my father up, but he wasn't there. I nearly dropped the
phone and give it to my mom. My mom yelled through the phone, saying that
that woman just leave us alone; but that woman didn't. She called again, again,
again and again... Every time the bell rang, my father picked the phone up and
went into the bathroom to talk to that woman. The last time he talk about 15
minutes. When he came out of the bathroom, I was already in bed.

My mother woke me up at 10:00 PM to say goodbye to my father. I didn't
look at him for a least. My heart was hurt. I just cried in my mother's shirt. My
parent talked. I cried. When Uncle Diing said "It's time to go!", my father stood
up reluctantly and looked at me the last time, then went away.

The next day I had no school. It was President's Day. I told my mother I
didn't feel good. She touched my forehead and said I had a fever. I was really
sick. So was the whole week. I stayed home for the whole week. I really know
that I wasn't just having a normal fever. I was sick because I was heartbroken.
My pain didn't cause my tears but my tears caused my pain.

One time when I woke up, I found my mother watching me lovingly. She
said that I was calling my faher out in my sleep. I told her about the dream I
had. I was watching TV by myself. I called my father to come and watch TV
with me. He ignored me and I saw him playing with that woman's kids. Though
I've never met them but somehow I knew.



When I finished telling the dream, my mother didn't say anything.

During the next few days, my mother played games with me and told me
stories about her childhood. The very sad stories! I appreciated all the thing she
did very much, for I know that she will never leave her writing. I joked that I
wished I was sick more often so she could tell me more stories. But she didn't
laugh.

When I finally had enough strenght to sit up and watch TV, my mother was
so happy. | was getting better and better. Soon I was recoved all together. But
that fever still lingered in me, for ever!

Later on, my mother told me that she thought I was going to die. I guess |
really had her worried.

(San Jose, June 21/1999)
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NOI PAU )
TRONG LONG TOI

(TTBG chuyén Viét ngir)

(Ban tiéng Viét do chinh Au Co dich va doc 1én cho Me viét, gitr dang
nguyén van, me chi thém gium cac ddu chim, phét. Bai dugc diang lan dau trén
Vin Uyén Mua Hé 1999, tap chi van chuong do Me diéu hanh. Doc gia khap
noi doc, giri nhidu qua vé Toa soan ting tic gia Au Co.)

[

Toi di cham chdm ra khoi truong. Do la ngay thie Nam. Thwong t6i thich
cdc ngay thir Nam ldm vi né la ngdy trude khi sang thir Sau. Nhung bita nay
ddac biét toi ghét no. Bita nay bé sé dén, ma ciing cé thé la bo & ddy roi, dang
ngoi doi trong xe cua me. Bé bo gia dinh lic t6i moi § tuéi. Bay gio bo xin me
c6 thé cho vé tham téi trong dip Tét VN duwoc khong. Me du ngac nhién, van néi
dugc. Me la mgt nguoi ¢o trdi tim rdt tot. Me c6 gang lam cho t6i vui. Lic me
hoi toi ve van dé bo tro lai, téi khéng chiu. Nhung me bao, "Au Co, néu con
muon song qua khoi nam 2000 thi con phai cé phudc. Bé dang xin gdp con.'
T6i khéng mudn néi vé diéu dé nita nén moi am ir trong miéng chir "dwoc”,

T6i bdt dau thdy cdi xe trong madt nhin, luén ca bé nita. B6 dirng, ké bén xe
me, toc hot cao, rdu bac hon, giong nhu bé bi buon phién lam. Téi khong ngac
nhién theo diéu do. Liic téi dén gan cdi xe, bo chay ra dwa tay om t6i. Toi day
bé ra, mdc cé. Téi nhin thdy mét cdi nhan trén ngén tay bé. Sao ma bé cé thé



dam deo cai nhan do trucc mat me? Toi khong muon nguoi ta thay toi dung
gan bo nén chui nhanh vao xe.

B6 nhin téi hodi trén dwong di 101 tiém an.

T6i khéng néi gi véi bo suot bita dan, ma chi chuyén tro véi me. Téi biét
nhitng chuyén toi dang lam rdt la de déc nhieng ma t6i nght bo dang bi cai do.
Sau nhitng diéu bo lam cho me va t6i, lam sao t6i c6 thé quén cho bo?

An com xong. Minh di ra khéi nha hang réi minh t6i Costco. Liic ¢ Costco,
bé cir doi mua cho t6i mét mon qua. Sau mot luc, cuoi cung toi chon mot cuon
sach vé lodi méo. Minh dén mét ché ban viét. Me mua nhiéu cdy viét dep cho
10i. Liic 0 trong cho, t6i c6 gdang chi cho me thdy con méo ndo trong sdch la
glong voi con méo cua 16i, nhung me ban ron qua nén khong nghe 16i noi gi ca.
Bé méi ¢é gang tro chuyén voi toi va bdt dau dwa ra mét cdi bdy. Téi nghi t6i
bi dinh vao trong cdi bdy do, thanh ra téi ciing bdt dau tré chuyén cing bo,
nhung thdt tinh trong long téi né giong nhir dang néi chuyén véi mot nguoi xa
la thoi.

Liic vé nha, bo dwong nhw bdt t6i vdo trong cdi bdy @6 nhiéu hon. Téi néi
chuyén voi bo nhzeu hon, khodng mét tiéng dong ho thi t6i ngirng khong néi voi
bé nita. Téi nghi rang nhitng hanh dong ciia t6i c6 thé lam cho me budn, nén
t6i toi bén me ma hoi. Me noi: "Cw di di, noi chuyén voi bé di, me khong buon
ddu."” Sau khi nghe me néi vdy, téi thdy dé trong nguwoi hon nhung van cam
thdy ¢6 téi. Nén téi b di ngi.

Ngay hém sau téi thike ddy sém dé di hoc va téi véi vang ra khoi nha.

Sdng thir Bay, tat cd ban t6i déu dén hoc dan. Lic t6i dang ditng néi
chuyén véi ban, tw nhién chdan bén phdi cia t6i quy xuong. Téi biét nhing gi
dang xdy ra cho téi thi khéng binh thuong ldm. Téi néi véi me chén téi dang bi
dau. Bé6 muon xire chat dau gi do rat thii lén chan t6i, nhwng t6i khéng chiu.
T6i khéng muon bé so dén téi. Thanh ra t6i méi néi ldo la chan téi khéng dau
nika.

Roi dém do t6i hoi la bé tré vé nha bo mdy ngay sau dwoc khéng? Bo tra
[oi may bay cua bé ding lé sé bay lic 8 gio sang Chu nhdt ngay mai nhung bo
da doi thanh 10 gio- dém roi. Téi hoi tai sao bé khong doi dén ngay thir Hai héy
vé? Bo néi tai vi viéc lam cia bo. Téi nghi trong dau, lic ma bé dang & véi me
va t6i, bo bé viéc lam, bé gia dinh va hanh phiic ching téi dwdi ba muwoi gidy
théi! Téi khéng tin nhitng 1oi bé néi.

Ngay Chui nhdt, hai ngdy sau, la ngay cudi ciing bé ¢ véi me con t6i. Thanh
thir buéi sang lic bé hoi téi ¢é muon di xem phim véi bo khong thi t6i noi duorc.
T6i di. Nhung liic minh vé xe, téi doi y néi la khéng muon di xem phim nita ma
di dén mot tiém sach tén Barnes & Noble sau khi minh ra khéi tiém an tén Day
Cow. Téi chon mét cuon sdch tua la Cdc Ba Phi Thuy. B6 héi t6i ¢6 muon gl
khac nita khong? Toi noi co va chon mua hai cai CD.



Bubi chiéu, me moi mdy nguoi ban cii dén dn com téi va uong bia uong
riegu. (Ewwwwww!) Roi chuyén d6 xdy ra. Lic khodng 5 gio, "vo" ciia bé goi
sang. Toi bat dién thoai 1én va nghe giong ciia ba. Téi héi ba la ai? Ba ké tén
ba ra va néi sang hém nay ba di dén bé & phi truong nhung khong cé. Téi suyt
danh roi cai dién thoai, va duwa no cho me. Me hét to lén ndi la ba khong duoc
lam phién dén ching téi, nhung ba van cir lam phién. Ba lai goi nita, nita, nita
va nita. Moi lan tiéng chuéng reo la bo lai ditng 1én nhdc dién thoai va vé trong
nha vé sinh d@é tro chuyén véi bd. Lan cudi cing bo néi khoang 15 phiit. Liic bo
ra khéi phong tam thi t6i da di ngii roi.

Me dénh thire t6i ddy lic 10 gio toi dé néi 1oi chao bé. Téi khéng nhin bo
chiit ndo hét. Trdi tim t6i dang bi thwong. Téi khoc trong do cua me. Bé me néi
chuyén. Téi khéc. Pén khi chii Diing néi: "Téi gio di roil” thi b6 méi dimg lén
mot cdch mién cudng va nhin téi lan cuéi. Xong bo bo di.

Ngay hom sau 16i khong di hoc. D6 la ngay ky niém mdy éng Tong Thong
da chet T6i néi véi me t6i khéng thdy khoe ldm. Me so trdn t6i va néi téi bi sot.
T6i rdt bénh. Thanh thir nguyén cd tuan dé téi ¢ nha, khéng di hoc. Téi biét la
10i khong phai bénh binh thuong. Toi bénh vi trdi tim t6i dang nat bdy. Cdi dau
khéng lam ra nude mat cho téi, nhwng nide mdt cia téi da dén tir cai dau do.

Mot lan lic t6i tinh day, toi théy me nhin t6i rdt du yém. Me ndoi la toi kéu
tén bo hic t6i dang ngii. Toi ké cho me nghe vé gidc mo. Téi dang coi TV mét
minh. Téi goi b6 dén coi chung nhung bo lam nhiw khéng cé t6i ¢ do. Téi thdy
bé choi véi mdy dira con cua ba kia. Dii téi chwa bao gio gdp con ciia ba
nhung téi van biét diing la nhu vay.

Luc t6i ké xong giac mo, me khong noi loi gi.

Trong mdy ngdy sau, me choi tro choi véi t6i va ké cho t6i nghe vé thoi tho
du ciia me. Nhitng cdu chuyén thdt buon. Téi rat mang on nhitng gi me dang
lam cho t6i vi t6i biét me rat ban véi vain chuwong cua me. Toi noi dua la t6i cau
cho bénh hoadi dé duoc nghe me ké chuyén hoai, nhung me khong cuwoi vi cadi
dua cua toi.

Liic t6i da di manh dé ngéi day coi TV, me rat vui mueng. Toi lanh bénh
han. Nhung ma cadi dau toi ké o trén van con dinh trong long t6i, mdi mdi.

Sau do, me noi la me tuong t6i sé chét. Téi nghi chdc t6i lam cho me lo
lang lam.

(San Jose, June 2/1999).
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