THE RARE SHARING WORDS

(Tran Nghi Au Co)

“In 1993, I returned to Viet Nam for the very first time with you and your
father. When the plane landed at Tan Son Nhat Airport in Saigon, every
Vietmameses on the plane stood up and cheered. Some people were in tears. It
probably seems a bit silly to you now. These days, travel is easy. Twenty-four
hours and you’re on the other side of the world.

But back then, when we left—when we *fled*—we never thought we’d
ever be able to return. Viet Nam was everything we have ever known and
loved; it was our childhood, our family, our collective histories and blood. To
leave was like having to rip our hearts from our chests. We were leaving a part
of ourselves behind.

To this day, nearly forty years later, I can still remember my last day in
Saigon. I walked around my neighborhood, looked at the street vendors, the
children, the speeding motorcyclists, the way the sunshine hits the trees outside
my window. I tried to soak in every single detail that I had previously taken for
granted. I wanted to hug the country to my heart because I didn’t know I would
be able to return.

There was also a sense of guilt for leaving, at least for me. I should stay and
help rebuild with your aunts and uncles, with my neighbors, with the rest of the
country. It was my responsibility as a Vietnamese. Why should I get to leave
and have freedom and liberty while they had to stay in poverty and hardship?
What made me so special? It was nothing but luck.

I’ve been through a lot since that day, but nothing will ever compare to the
sadness and pain of leaving Viet Nam. | understand how you feel now, but Viet
Nam will always be within your reach. It’s 2014. The world is a different place.
And I am just so happy and proud to have a daughter, born and raised in
America, who loves Viet Nam with all the heart and soul of a Vietnamese child
who’s never left. Perhaps even more because you don’t take it for granted.”

-- Something my mother said to me last February as we boarded the plane
to fly back to the States.

(Cali. Early Jan. 2014)
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LOI TAM SU HIEM HOI

(TTBG chuyén Viét ngit)

"Nam 1993, lan dau me dwoc tré vé VN voi con va cha con. Khi dap xudng
phi truong Tan Son Nhdt ¢ Saigon, tat ca nhitng nguoi VN trén chuyén bay
dong loat dung bat lén la to nhiing tiéng vui mirng. Vai nguoi con va [é. Noi
buon hién tai ciia con dau c6 tham thap gi. Bay gio, vé VN rat dé. Chi hai muwoi
bon tiéng dong ho la con dd ¢ trén mét phia khdc cia qua dia cau roi.



Con hic do, khi roi xa qué hwong --khi ’tré'n di-- ai ciing nghi rang sé
khong bao gio con co thé tré vé. Viét Nam la tat ca nhimg gi ching t6i ting
biét va yéu ddu; tuéi tho, gia dinh giong mau lich sir. Roi xa né thi ciing giong
nhie dd xé toac trdi tim khoi buong ngue va dé lai mét phan riéng ciia minh &
phia sau.

Ngady nay, gan 40 ndm sau, me van con nhé dwoc budi cudi cing ciia me &
Saigon. Me di vong vong quanh xom nhin nhirng chi ban hang rong trén pho,
dam tré con, nhitng nguoi chay xe dap, cdc tia ning chzeu trén ngon cdy bén
ngodi cira s6. Me c6 gdng lang tém hon trén tieng chi tiét ciia moi sw ma trude
kia me da khéng biét quy. Mudn ém tron qué hiwong vao nguc boi khéong biét ¢é
dwoc tré vé nita hay khong.

Ciing con nhitng cam nghi t9i 16i trong st ra di, it ra la véi me. Me c6 thé ¢
lai xdy dung qué hwong cing cdc nguwoi than, cdc hang xom va cdc dong bao
khdc. D6 la bon phdn ciia mot nguoi VN. Tai sao me bo di tim ty do trong khi
nhitng nguoi kia & lai nghéo kho? Me c6 gi ddc biét ddau ngoai sy may man?

Tir ngay do, me trai qua nhiéu quéing séng nhung chang diéu gl co thé so
sanh véi noi dau buon trong lan tir b6 qué hwong. Bay gic me hiéu dwge cam
nghi ciia con, nhwng VN van luén luén trong tam tay con ¢ thé véi. Nam nay la
2014, thé giéi da thay déi nhiéu. Me thdt rdt sung sudng va hanh dién dwege cé
mét dira con gdi, sinh ra va lom 1én tai My nhung da yéu mede VN véi tdt ca
tam long ciia mét dira nhé VN chiea bao gio roi xa xir s6. Tinh yéu dy ¢ 1é con
nhiéu hon trong con béi cho rang dé chi la mét sw dwong nhién."

(D6 1a nhitng 101 me toi da nodi v6i toi hom Thtr Sau tuan trude khi ching
t61 dap chuyén bay tir VN tro vé My.)' []

"' L& ra, chuyén v& VN nay (dao cudi nam am lich, sap gan Tét Giap Ngo 2014), Me da
lay vé cho riéng minh, nhung sau bo, dén tién va lay cho ca Au Co theo ¥ nghi "khéng
muoén MOT MINH thu huong niém vui VN". Nao ngd day 1a chuyén di Dinh Ménh (cho
Meg), boi tir sau lan tro vé nay, Au Co KHONG CON 1a Au Co ctiia Me nhu trong
nhling mua nghi he trudce kia. (Note Feb. 25/2016).



