I' LL FIND MY OWN TRUE LOVE,
THANKYOU VERY MUCH!

(Tran Nghi Au Co)

If you are over twenty, Vietnamese, and single, I will bet you my almost
new jar of Nutella that you will have heard the words “mai mdi” or some
variations of that phrase at some point. That phrase, that blasted phrase, means
“matchmaking.”

Vietnamese people—in my experience, mostly Vietnam- ese women—Ilove
to play matchmaker. I have no idea why. You’d think they have enough things
to worry about without poking their noses around in other people’s love life.
It’s baffling; these women, they’re all so eager. Every time they see a young
girl or guy, they always seem to have some niece or nephew who’s always
good-looking, successful, full of filial piety, and for some unfathomable reason
given all the above is true and the person’s really looking for a relationship,
single.

Recently, with increasing horror, I’ve realized that I’ve become that niece.
That mysteriously single niece who’s perfect in every way. It makes me cringe
to think about how my aunts have been talking me up:

Oh, I have a lovely niece. She’s beautiful. Very kind. College graduate.
(My major is never mentioned because, pfft, writers? Literature? Everyone
knows that means “poor.”) Writes beautifully (this comment, usually coming
from someone who has not read a single word I’ve written, is a last resort
compliment because I have little to no skills to speak of).

The pathetic thing is, because I’ve done absolutely nothing notable in my
life thus far, they’re forced to eventually focus on how I’m from a good family
and talk about the accomplishments of my ancestors. And I can imagine the
dude who’s forced to listen to this mess of crap thinking, “If this chick’s so
perfect, why does she need her aunt to set her up? I’'m better off nodding
politely and leaving as soon as I can.”

This is an honest to goodness message I got from my aunt today: "Au-Co, if
someone named Mark Blahblah contacts you, try to open your heart to be
friendly with him, okay?"

Did she just randomly assume that I’'m single because I don’t “open my
heart to be friendly” with people? pfft. Did it not occur to her that my
singleness might be a choice? And it’s not like these people really know
anything about me. They just know that I like to read/write, I’'m not bad
looking, and my family background. Nothing incredibly useful.

Ahem, so here, aunties and uncles or anyone who’s looking to set me up,
I’m going to do you a solid and plainly state what I want advertised if [ were at
all interested in being set up.

My [insert your relationship to me here] is a super talented juggler; super
talented in that she can juggle balls or clubs or rings without hitting herself in
the face...most of the time. And her awkwardness is almost an art form, a
talent; you’ll not find a less gracefully awkward girl anywhere else. You
probably won’t notice her in a crowd, unless you’re looking for a girl who’s



sitting by herself in a secluded area, completely enthralled by passing pigeons.
Sometimes she twitches sporadically because she’s a pretty anxiety-ridden girl;
loud noises, crossing the street, and pillow cases make her very nervous. Oh,
also, sometimes she likes to talk like a gangster and often uses the latest slang
incorrectly.

If you’re interested in that kinda girl, by all means, go for it. You have my
blessing. But good luck. You’ll need it.

Not a word less; not a word more. Got it?

Anyway, I'm relatively taken. Or relatively single. Depends on if you’re a
glass half full or glass half empty kinda person. I have plenty of boys milling
around me; too many, you might say. They just “don’t count” because they’re
mostly not human, fictitious or, y’know, a cat. pfft. Like that lessens the love
we share.

[]

TOI TU TIM RA

TINH YEU BICH THAT
CHO MINH.

CAM ON NHIEU!

(TTBG chuyén Viét ngir)

Néu ban la mét ngwoi VN trén 20 tuéi ma van con déc than thi téi dam
danh ca bang mot lo ddu phung thdt ngon rdang ban ciing da timg nghe dén
danh tir “mai méi”’ trong hén nhan

Ngueoi Viét —theo t6i nhdn xét, da sé la phu nit -- rat khodi lam ba mai. Téi
khong biét tai sao. Bo ho chwa du chuyén dé lo cho cuoc so”'ng ca nhan sao ma
con muon “xia” vao doi tw ké khdac? Thdt kho hiéu, nhitng phu nit ndy t6 ra rat
hang say trong chuyén mai moi. Moi lan ho gdp mot ¢6 gdi hay mét thanh nién
nao thi cir y nhw rang luén luén ho da “cé san” mét c¢6 chdau gdi hay mét dira
chdu trai dé dea ra lam mai. Va nhitng “dira chdau nay” déu cé nhitng diéu qui
hoa nhuw xinh dep, banh bao, thanh cong, hiéu thao. Nhng (vi Iy do nao téi
khong the hiéu), cho dau cdc dzeu ké trén la thdt chang nita va nguoi chdu
dang muon c6 bo, vdy ma sao lai van cit djc than?

Gan day téi nhdn ra véi sy hodng kinh hon rang t6i la “dira chau c¢é san”
nhw vira néi. Pira chdu “hodan hao” van con ddc than “mét cach ky diéu” trén
moi mdt. Piéu dy khién t6i rimg minh khi twong twong dén nhitng 10i ba mai ca
ngoi t6i véi anh chang ndo dé téi chua hé gap. <O, t6i ¢ dira chau dé thuong
lam. R4t dep. R4t hién. Tt nghiép dai hoc. (Médn chinh ciia téi lai ching bao
gio’ dwege néu tén boi vi “nha van ha? Vin chwong hd” Ai ciing biét dinh vdo
hai nghé d6 chinh la dinh vao “cdi nghéo!”) “Viét van rat hay (loi khen nay
thwong la tir mét ngueoi chua bao gio doc nhitng gi t6i da viét, nhung lai phai
néi loi khen ndy béi vi téi chang con gi dé dang khen hon nita. (Qua 11).

Dang tirc cuoi nhat la béi vi cho dén bay gio trong cugc song t6i chwa lam
diéu gi thanh cong néi bdt (d@é dwoce néu ra) nén cudi cing cdc “ba mai” ndy



danh phai dem gia dinh 6 tién t6i ra ma khen ngoi thé. Téi c6 thé twong twong
diege Y nghf ra sao ciia anh chang dang phdi ngoi nghe nhirng diéu khong ra gi
kia, “Néu con nho nay hoan hao qué thi tai sao phai can ba di kiém bo cho no?
T4t hon hét minh nén gt dau lay 16 rdi bién le 1én di!”

Day la mot la thu nho t6i vira nhgn dwoc sang nay tw ba di toi: "Au Co,
néu co ai tén M... lién lac vé6i con thi rang md rong trai tim dé 1am ban véi no,
nhé nghe?”

Bé ba di t6i cir twong téi dang ddc than vi téi khéng “mé réng trdi tim dé
lam ban” véi nguoi khdc hay sao? Ba dy chia bao gio nght dwoc déc théin
chinh la sw lwa chon ciia téi (chit khéng phai la téi khong thé c¢é bo!)

Hirm! Hoi cdc ba di, ong chit hodc bat cir ai dang mudn gici thiéu vé téi thi
dé t6i lam diéu do cho.

Pay né: "Con chéau toi la dtra ¢6 tai, ma tai nhat 1a khi tung hing cac trai
banh né khong bi banh dap vao mat. Mot tai ndng khéc nita 1a cai tanh e then
qua d6 ma anh khong thé tim thay ¢ ai khac nhiéu hon dugc. Trong dam dong
anh s& khong thé tim ra no, ngoai trir thdy ¢ gai nao ngdi mot minh noi chd
vang vé choi dua voi miy con chim bd cau, thi d6 chinh 13 né. P6i khi anh s&
thiy né giat minh béi vi n6 rat hay hoang hét; tiéng dong 16n, lic di bo bang
qua dudng, va nhimg cai bao gbi thuong 1am né hii so. Ma ciing c¢6 khi no
thich noi chuyén nhu mot tén du dang nhung lai dung cac tiéng 16ng sai bét.
Néu anh thich loai con gai do thi cir thoai mai ma tién t6i di. Toi cho phép anh.
Va chic anh 'may mén', diéu ma anh s& phai can dén."

Khéng can rwom loi. Ban hiéu t6i muon néi gi chir?

Dui sao t6i khéng muén dwoe lam mai. C6 ca 16 thanh nién bao chung
quanh t6i, qud nhiéu la khac. Nhung "ho" déu la nhitng nguoi "khéng dwoc ké"
béi vi ho khéng phdi la that, ma la nhitng nhdn vt trong cdc cuon sdach t6i doc
va viét. Hon nita "ho" ciing con la nhitng con méo con ché t6i nuéi. Chuyén
"ho" "khong thdt" ciing khong lam giam di tinh yéu chung toi chia sé cho nhau
tur truoc.
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