THIS POST

DOESN'T HAVE A TITTLE
BECAUSE IT HAS NO
MAIN POINT

(Tran Nghi Au Co)

Somewhere in The Razor’s Edge, Maugham wrote that people like to
confide in writers because they envision themselves as the characters and their
stories as romantic. And I guess, in a way, that’s true. Kind of like the way
people, or at least I unconsciously do, put a little more thought into
their appearance when they’re getting ready to hang out with photogra-
phers, amateur or not. (I have a lot of amateur photographer friends. oi...always
clickity click with those guys.)

But I’d like to think that people find it easy to confide in writers because
writers exude a certain sense of understanding for the human condition. The
first line in Dumas’ The Lady of the Camillias is, “It is my considered view that
no one can invent fictional characters without first having made a lengthy study
of people.” Writers observe things. They’re keen on the ellipsis and thrive on
deductions. Certain words and actions are actually italicized in their heads as
they’re happening.

What I’'m trying to say is that yesterday, a writer friend of mine asked me to
write about him. And my brain sorta hiccupped. How do you write about
someone who’s trained to write about other people? I’m pretty sure it’s no easy
thing to defend a lawyer in the court of law or examine a doctor who’s forced to
become the patient. There will be passings thoughts like, “Well, that’s not how
Iwould’ve done it...”

A writer’s constantly on the lookout for a story. A writer’s perception of his
or her life is usually more saturated than the regular person. Or maybe it’s
always in black or white, sometimes a bit staticky. Or for the particularly
romantic writer, it’s sepia-toned with bursts of colors at certain times. The
writer’s perception, in my experience, is always a bit... different from reality.
That doesn’t mean it’s not true. (Truth is all perception, or something like that.)
It just means the brain is wired differently. And writing about that, trying to
capture that offness is pretty daunting to me. At least right now.
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) BAI VIET
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(TTBG chuyén Viét ngir)



Pdu dé trong tac pham The Razor's Edge, Maugham da viét rang nguoi ta
thich tam sy voi cac nha van boi vi ho nhin thcfy chinh ho nhw nhitng nhan vat
trong cdc cdu chuyén lang man cia nha van. Mot cdach nao dé, t6i nghi diéu dy
dung. Twa nhw cai 16i ma nha van, hay it nhdt téi van lam mot cach vo thue, da
chii y dén ho nhiéu hon méi khi ho san sang bam theo cdc éng chup dnh dii tay
mo hay chuyén nghiép. (T6i c6 rdt nhiéu nguwoi ban nhiép anh tay mo ...
thwong wa bam ldch cach véi nhitng ngueoi nhu vay).

Theo 16i, s¢ di nguoi ta thdy dé dang gidi bay véi cdc nha van la boi vi tir
nha vin da cé an hién mot sy cam thong nao do vé than phdn con nguoi. Giong
chir dau tién trong cuon Lady of the Camillias cua Alexandre Dumas fils la:
"Téi van quan niém rdang khéng ai cé the hu' cau nhitng nhéan vt twéng tirong
ma chua tung lam mot nghién ciru sdu sdc ve con nguoi." Nha van quan sat sy
kién, wa thich nhitng diéu béng gié vip mo roz tom gop lai ma dem bo vao cdu
chuyén. Loi [é va hanh dong ndo do duwoc viét xuong trong dau ho hic bdy gio
thi ciing giong nhuw thé chiing dang xay ra.

Piéu t6i muon ké la ngdy hom qua, khi nghe mot ban van dé nghi t6i viét vé
anh ta, tri ndo toi dam mdc nghen. Lam sao c6 thé viét vé mot nguoi chuyén
nghé viét vé ngueoi khac? D6 khong phai la dieu dé dang, ciing giong nhu
chuyén cdi gium cho mot ludt sw trudc toa an hay chita bénh cho mot bac si.
Chdc han nhitng vi d6 sé c6 trong dau nhitng ¥ nghi nhiw la "Nao, dé khéng
phdi la cach lam cua téi v.v...vav.v..."

Mot nha van luén cho doi dé tai cdu chuyén. Cai nhin cua nha van vé doi
song thwong ddam mau ruc ré hon cia nhitng nguwoi binh thwong. Cé thé do la
den hodc trd'ng, doi khi them mot chut "givt giyet" (nha van xem doi ho nhu mot
cudn phim c6 khi bi mot 16p man den trang chay 101 chay lui trén man danh).
Hodc voi mot nha van ddc biét lang man, mau sdc thuong 0 vang, thinh thoang
c0 11 l6a mau. Cdi nhin cua nha van, theo kinh nghiém toi, bao gio ciing co mot
chiit... khéc véi thue té. Diéu dé khéng c6 nghia rang khong that, (sw that la
dzeu chu quan theo ting nguoi, hay cai gi dai loai nhu thé) ma chi c6 nghia
moi khoi oc con nguoi dirgc cam vao mot luong dién khdc nhau. Viét vé sir that
nhw vy, cé gang dé bdt cho dwoc cdi khac biét ciia tueng méi sw thét la diéu
thét dé so voi toi. It ra ngay lac nay.
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