DEAR BANKERS
AT MY BANK

(Tran Nghi Au Co)

I came in to talk about my account today. And after opening it and seeing
that T only had $130 in there, you didn’t even bother to look at me anymore. It
didn’t matter to you that I was clean or polite. You just wanted to answer my
questions and get me out of there as quick as possible.

I’'m sorry, was I taking up the valuable time you could be spending
with richer clients? Who have a billion dollars in their accounts?

Haven’t you ever met Tyler Durden? (in Fight Club of Chuck Palahniuk).
People are not how much money they have in the bank.

I find rich people to be terribly boring. All the rich people I know are bland
and predictable, which is understandable since the solution to all their problems
is money. They never have to improvise. Poor people...there’s a saying in
Vietnam- ese, “Cdi kho [0 cdi khon” which basically means “difficulties reveal
cleverness.” When you have less to work with, you have to create a lot of
makeshift things, and think outside the box.

My point, gentle banker, is that you assumed that because I have no money
in my bank account, I wasn’t worth your time. You assumed that poor people
weren’t worth your time. But you know what? You’d be lucky to know a
person like me.

There is so much pure, undiluted awesome in me that you wouldn’t be able
to handle. Why? Because you’ve never been exposed to this brand of awesome,
having chosen to surround yourself with rich folk all your life.

And you know that $130? Let’s say at ten dollars a pop, I could buy about
twelve books with that money, including taxes and everything. That’s twelve
different universes, twelve diffe- rent forms of knowledge, twelve different sets
of unique characters. And I think that’s enough to make me about as rich as a
thousandnaire. Maybe even a millionaire depending on which books I buy.

But I don’t know; maybe I'm the one assuming things; I don’t know
anything about you, like you don’t know anything about me. Maybe if we’d
met under different circumstances, we’d be friends. I don’t know. But if today’s
interaction is any indication of who you are as a person, I’m glad we met this
way.

A person who pulls himself up from a low environment via the bootstrap
route has two choices. Having risen above his environment, he can forget it; or,
he can rise above it and never forget it and keep compassion and understanding
in his heart for those he has left behind him in the cruel up-climb. The nurse
had chosen the forgetting way. Yet, as she stood there, she knew that years later
she would be haunted by the sorrow in the face of that starveling child and that
she would wish bitterly that she had said a comforting word then and done
something towards the saving of her immortal soul. She had the knowledge that


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wo-wkv8gW6k

she was small but she lacked the courage to be otherwise... —Betty Smith (4
Tree Grows in Brooklyn)

(May 2012)
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\ GUI NGUOI
LAM VIEC & NHA BANG

(TTBG chuyén Viét ngir)

Hoém nay t6i vao nha bing dé néi vé sé bang cia t6i. Sau khi mo ho so va
thay trong dé t6i chi con 130 dong thi ong t6 ra nhw khéng thém nhin t6i t6i
nita. Khong can biét la t6i dang an mdc lich sw va co thai do hoa nhd ra sao,
ong chi muon tra 1oi cdc cdu hoi ciia t6i le le dé tong téi di cho ranh mdt!

Xin 165, ¢6 phdi t6i dang lam mdt thi gio qui bdu cia éng thay vi dé éng
danh chiing lai cho nhitng vi khdch ¢é ca ty dong dé la trong sé biang ciia ho?

Bé 6ng chwa bao gio “gdp” nhdn vt Tyler Durden trong cuén Fight Club
cua tac gia Chuck Palahniuk sao? Co mét cau noi cua anh ta, dai khdi nhu
sau: “Gid tri con ngudi khéng phdi chi dwoc biéu thi bang sé tién nhiéu hay it
ma hdn dang c6 trong bang.”

Cd nhén t6i thi lai cam thdy nhitng ké cé tién thit la dang chan. Tat cad
nhitng nguwoi ¢é tién ma téi dwoc biét déu lat 1éo va té nhat khing khiép, triv
mét diéu dé hiéu la cdi gi ciing dwoc ho gidi quyét bang tién. Ho khong bao gio
biét tiy co iing bién. Con gidi nghéo... Co mot cau ngan ngit VN nhw sau: “Cai
khé 16 cdi khén!” Nhitng ké thiéu thon vdt chat thi thuwong hay tw ché ra
phuong tién cho minh va co dau 6c¢ suy nght nhiéu hon mirc dg binh thwong dé
gidi quyet cho minh cdi “can” ndo do.

Ong nha bang tir té kia o1, diéu téi muon néi la éng da nghi rang chi vi t6i
khong co nhiéu tién trong sé bang nén khong dang cho ong phi thi gio. Ong cho
rang tat ca moi nguoi nghéo déu khéng dang cho éng phi thi gico. Nhung éng cé
biét rang éng rat may mdn moi gap dwoc nguoi nhu toi khong?

Trong con nguoi t6i c6 rat nhzeu diéu tot va thuan khiét ma éng khéng thé
nao véi t6i néi. Tai sao? Béi vi suét doi 6ng chi chay theo nhitng nguoi giau c6
nén chira bao gio biét dwoc giGi nguoi dic biét nhu téi.

Va éng biét 130 dong cia téi la thé nao khéng? Xem ndo, mét cuon sdch
dang gid muwoi dong thi t6i c6 thé mua dwoe 12 cuon ludn ca thué véi 130 dong
ay. Do la 12 thé giGi khdc nhau, 12 bé kién thirc khdc nhau, 12 nhém nhan vit
khdc nhau. Nhw thé t6i nghi da di dé lam cho t6i giau dén hang “tram ngan
phii”, hodic ciing c6 thé la triéu phii néu nhw t6i mua dwoc mét cuon sach hay.

Nhueng t6i khéng biét; c6 thé t6i chi tir cho la thé; téi khéng biét gi vé cdc
ong, ciing nhw 6ng da khéng biét gi vé téi. C6 1 néu ching ta gdp nhau trong
mgt hodn canh khdc thi di co thé la ban ciia nhaw. T6i khdng biét. Di vy s
tiép xiic ngdy hom nay da cho t6i thdy con nguoi ong la thé nao thi t6i thit rdt
vui mirng rang chiing ta da gdp nhau nhw thé nay.

Trong truyén "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn” ciia Betty Smith c6 doan viét
nhw sau:



“Mot nguoi da tw kéo minh ra khéi hoan canh thdp kém bang chinh sirc lyc
riéng thi thuong c6 hai thdi dé chon lwa dé song sau do:

1/ Quén béng di hét moi hoan canh thip kém 0 qua khir ciia minh. 2/ Khong
bao gio quén thuo co han cii va luon giit long trdc an, théng cam cho nhitng ai
con bi ket lai phia sau trong cudc cé gdng ngoi dau 1én khéi chon toi tam.

Cé y td (trong truyén) di chon cdi cach quén thir nhat. Nheng trong khi
diing truede mdt con bé thiéu an kia thi cé da biét ngay la trong nhiéu nam nita
c6 van sé con bi dm danh boi nét buon trén mdt né va roi sé cay ding wéc ao
rang gia gi khi dy cé c6 thé néi ra mét 1oi an i hay lam hanh déng gi d6 véi né
dé tw civu vot cho chinh linh hén ¢6 ta. Liic dy ¢é y thire dwoc rang c¢é rdt nho
mon nhwng van khéng di can dam dé lam gi khéc...”

(Théng 5/2012)
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