THE DEEP MEANING BEHIND
AN UNCOOKED EGG

(Tran Nghi Au Co)

This morning, I dropped an uncooked egg on the floor. In the split second it
was between my hand and the ground, I thought, Maybe it won’t break. Maybe
it’ll just roll around. That’s stupid, of course. Falling uncooked eggswill break.
The law of gravity dictates thus.

But here is where I happily realize that my faith in good things is so strong
that I believe in the survival of falling uncooked eggs in spite of gravity. I don’t
know if it’s the same as being optimistic because I’ve never really seen myself
as an optimist. I see myself as more of a crazy person who goes back to the
same unchangeable thing hoping for different results. I will watch some of my
favorite movies or read my favorite books over and over again, hoping that
maybe this time, my favorite character will do something different than the
previous times and won’t die. And despite that being impossible because it was
written in the story, and the words and scenes, while I was sleeping, did not get
up and rearrange themselves, I still believe that this time—this time—
something will be different.

Back in my first year of college, Not-Best Friend and I watched this movie
that said, “Hope is a dangerous thing if you’ve got nothing else.” We went
around saying it like it was some deep philosophical thought and believed that
we were hot stuff. Now, upon reflection, I’ve realized it’s all bull. Hope is that
last thing. It’s once you’ve lost hope that you’ll have nothing. But when you
still carry the belief that there is some- thing better waiting for you, you’re far
from “nothing.”

It’s strange though, because I’'m not like that with people. Lose my trust
once, maybe I’ll forgive you, but you’ll never wholly have my trust again. I’ll
always be on guard. But with everything else, I have this undying drive telling
me that it is very possible everything’ll turn out okay by the end, even if the
end is in the next two seconds. Sometimes it turns out okay, sometimes it
doesn’t. But regardless, next time, I’'m back, hoping and believing. And I think
that’s not a bad way to live.

If you’ll excuse me now, I think I did not cook that second egg all the way
so I’'m currently feeling a slight quease in my stomach.

(May 16/2012)
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Y NGHIA SAU XA PANG SAU
MOT QUA TRUNG SONG

(TTBG chuyén Viét ngir)

Sang nay toi lam rot mot qua trimg song. Giay phit ma né6 dang lo hing
giita tay 16i va mat dat, téi nghi, co thé né khéong bé, hodc chi lan tron. Di nhién
la vé 1y. Tritng ma rot thi chic chdn sé bé. Cdi ludt trong lirc dd bao nhu thé.

Chinh ngay hic do, téi sung swéng nhdn ra rang tinh Thién trong t6i manh
dén néi khién téi tin trimg sé khong bé. Chang biét do cé phdi do tir tinh lac
quan ma ra khong boi vi chwa bao gio t6i nghi minh la mot ké lac quan. T6i tw
thcfy minh la dia khung hic ndo ctng quanh di quan lai voi nhitng diéu khéng
thé thay doi va doi ‘cho mot két qua khac tot hon cho diéu dy. (Vi du) t6i cir xem
di xem lgi cdc cuén film dwoc wa thich, hay cir doc di doc lai cac cuon sdach
diege yéu chudng véi hy vong rang nhdn vt chinh sé lam diéu gi khdc hon cdc
ldn truée dé khong bi chét. Di diéu mong cau dy chi la vé ich béi vi tac gia da
viét ra nhw thé roi; va nhitng chit, nhitng canh sé khong tw dirng len ma sap xép
lai thanh mot cau chuyén khac 16t dep hon theo y muon ciia 6i (trong khi toi
dang ngit), thi t6i van tin la lan nay --lan méi nay-- s€ cé6 mét cdi gi thay doi.

Trong nam dau tién & Pai hoc, toi va co ban than nhdt ¢é xem mot cuon
phim, trong dé cé dé ra mot cau: Hy vong la diéu nguy hiém néu ban khéng
con bat cir dzeu nao khac dé nam niu”. Ca hai chung toi cwr lap di ldp lai cau
dé véi nhau giong nhw mét triét Iy sdu sdc, roi tw tin rang minh ld nguoi dqi
thong minh. Bdy gio nghi lai thay ding la Vo van! Hy vong chinh thét can thiét.
Mat hy vong méi la dang so. Mot khi co niém tin rang van con sir 1ot dep hon
dang cho doi thi d6 la diéu cdch rat xa véi “sw chdang con gi”, trong rong hoan
toan.

RG la, bdi vi doi riéng véi Con Ngueoi, toi lai khéng nhw vay. Ai ma da mot
lan lam ton thwong niém tin trong t6i thi c6 thé t6i sé tha thit cho ho nhing
Iuén luén tw minh dé cao canh gide véi ho. Ngodi ra moi chuyén khdc, bao gio
nhur ciing c6 mot sikcc manh khién 10i nght rang moi thir sé tot hon, ngay ca khi
chi con hai gidy dé cho doil Bzeu 4y cO khi ding, c6 khi sai. Nhung khong can
bzet lan trude ra sao, lan ké tiép 101 van tiép tuc hy vong va tin twong. Téi nghi,
song nhie vay ciing khong la cdch song té.

Bay gio thi phdi xin 16i ma néi, boi vi cdi trisg thir nhi liic ndy ndu khéng
chin nén no lam cdi bung t6i nhoi nhdi...

(San Jose, 16/5/2012).
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