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NIEM PAU
KHONG TAN

(Tu Truyén 46)

(Pua bai nay vao sach nhu mgt ghi nhd thoi gian cudi ciing Au C0~vd~n CON
THAN THIET véi Me. Moi sy cham dirt hét ngay trong ngay lam lé héa tang
xdc than Ba ¢ Oakland, muoi ngay sau.)

San Jose, toi thir Sau Nov. 28/2014.

Luc 7 gio t6i, budc vao phong Me, thiy ba dang loay hoay noi dau giuong.
To6i hoi:

"Me dang lam gi d6?"

Ba dap:

"Me mudn kéo cai ban nho sat vao tuong."

T61 noi:

"Me xich ra, dé con kéo cho."

Ba lui lai, dinh nhuong chd cho t6i, bt than quyu chin ngd xubng cai ram
ngay trudc mit toi trong tu thé nim ngira, than hinh hoi nghiéng vé phia trai.
Trong khi t6i chua dinh than duoc truée nhimg su viéc dang xay ra thi bt ngd
Me bét ngdi day nhu mét céi 10 xo, dua tay 6m dau. Toi nhao t6i, d& sau lung
ba roi hdi thuc Au Co lay chai ddu néng. Me néi:

"Khéng, dua cho Ba chut mudi."

ROi Me gio tay chi 1én dinh ddu dé chung t6i sat mudi vao d6. Toi bao Au
Co di rot cho ba ly nudc am va "Cit dé Ba ngoi yén cho dinh hon."

Au Co noi:

"Trong ba ngay Ba té ba 1an. Ciing may 1 con bo chuyén di San Diego hom
kia, néu khong, lam sao Mg tu lo li¢u ndi?"

Toi gét:

"Lic ay danh phai kéu xe ctru thuong thoi."

Trong tu thé Me ngdi trén san, c¢6 t6i d& sau lung, sau mot lic hi huc, t6i va
Au Co méi xb¢ nach bé Me dit duoc 1én chiée ghé. Luc 4y 1a 8 gio kém 5 phut
toi. Me kéu mét, doi di nam. Téi bao:

"Me chua an tbi, voi lai hém nay con & moi chi Trac thué nha 1én an
Thanksgiving v&i minh, Me cling nén ra mot chut cho vui."



Thé rdi cing véi Au Co van nhich chiéc ghé c6 Me dang ngdi, timg chit
timg chut, ra toi phong khach. Vira khi ay Trac xuat hién. Mam com d sin
sang tir ban chiéu, chung t6i bon nguoi Me, Tric, t61 va Au Co quay chung
quanh cai ban vudng duoc kéo sat tuong cho thé ngdi dua tudng cia cai ghé
Me duoc thoai mai hon.

To1 1§y cho Me mét chén com, cit nhod miéng ca nuc chién cho vao chén
Me. Me an tréng vé mién cudng nhung rdi ciing duoc nira chén thi ngung.

Trong cau chuyén ban an, t6i nghe Truc ndi cung Me:

"Bac nhu vy 1a hanh phac ldm, ch&r con di dan gitp vui cho nhiéu nha
dudng ldo, thiy cac 6ng ba trong 4y t6i lim, clr ngdi trong ngéng ma dén ca
nhiéu thang ciing chang thay dira con nao vao tham."

Me gat dau:

"T6i biét t6i may mén chi."

T6i n6i thém vao:

"Cha me gia ma & voi con gai 1a didu tot hon hét, nhat 1a con gai doc than
khong bi kém kep y mudn boi ong chong nhu chi lai cang 1a diéu may man
hon."

Truc phu hoa theo:

"Pang, chi BG ndi rat dung. Vay Béc rang sdng thém chimg chuc nim nita
nghe."

Luac gﬁn 10 gio tdi, bita an da xong, toi va Au Co don dep, dé Me ngéi lai
v6i Tric. Me xin Trac hat cho vai bai. Thé 1a tiéng hat Trac ngan 1én. Tir trong
bép, chung t6i nghe 5 bai "bém Dong" Trac dang hat.

Hon 10 gio, Trac vé phong minh, t6i day Me vao ngi. Hoi ba ¢c6 mudn
ubng nira coc stra ensure khong thi Me lic dau.

Dip chan can than cho Me xong, téi tr¢ ra ban viét, thinh thoang lai vao
phong nghe ngong, thdy gidc ngii Me van déu nén yén long.

Pém do, ¢ didu la 1a Me khong thirc day di tiéu nhiéu nhu moi hém, ma
nam t6i khoang 5 gid sang. Tir cai ban bén nay duoc ké lam giwdng ngu canh
Me, thay Ba ruc rich 1a toi bat day nhdy xu6ng ngay. Gitp Ba ng6i trén chiéc
ghe ¢6 banh xe lan, day vao phong tam chuyen ngudi sang bon vé sinh, dua
chiéc khin nho cho Me lau nudc tiéu roi chuyen Me tro lai xe lan, day vao
phong ngu, d4t nam nhe nhang xudng giuong, dap chin nhét kin xuong chén va

. 1a nhimg viéc t61 van quen lam hang dém; Vay ma dém cudi ay, trong toi
bong thirc ddy mot ndi thuong yéu rat ddm tham cho Me.

[Tt 1au nay, toi van nghi va noi ra voi cac vi can su xa hoi, véi moi nguoi
chung quanh dé phan ddi viéc ho ¢ mudn t6i dwa me vao nursing home
bang luan diéu rang: "Khi t6i con nho, Me la nguwoi I6n san sée bdo boc toi.
Bay gio nguoi gia hoa tré, tai sao t6i lai khong phdi la nguoi lon cham soc
cho me y nhir ba da lam cho téi hoi d6?""]

Trong dém cudi y, khi thuc hién nhimg hanh dong di trg thanh thoi quen

mdi ngay, t61 hoan toan KHONG c6 chit buc boi. Trai lai, ‘trong long chi thay
day mot ndi yéu thwong. Yéu thuong khi 6m trong tay tam than gay com do,



yéu thuong khi nghi dén mot ngay khong xa, du danh dbi gia nao t6i ciing s&
khong con dugc lam cho Me nhiling ctir dong kia.

Khi ddy chiéc xe lin t6i trude ngudng cira phong, Me chot ndi to:
"Bé thirc day rdi ha?"

T6i hoi:

"Bé nao?"

Me dap:

"Thi Bé minh do."

Toi dap:

"Bé dang ¢ nha n6é dudi Santa Ana chtr dau c6 ¢ day."

Pip chan nhét kin ¢6 me xong, toi cling vao giwdng minh.

(]

Thir Bay, Nov. 29/2014

8 gi0 30 sang, danh thuc Me day uong café, nghe Ba ké:

"Téi qua la lan thr hai trong nhiéu lan t¢ ma Me thay nhu c6 ai am Me
quing manh xudng dat."

T6i thdt lo so nghi dén tu tudng toi thuong hay ti chdi bo: "Khi nguwoi gia
té ¢6 nghia la diém ha thé.” Rdi nghi, ¢6 18 cai y thirc "mudn sdng" cua Me con
manh qua nén méi gay nén hanh dong bét day tirc thi nhu ca té tdi hom qua.

T61 noi phu di (nhung khong tin 161 minh néi):

"Con da bao rdi, trong nha nay c6 th::in linh d& cho Me nén biét bao lan té
ma van hodi phuc nhanh, lan nay ciing vay."

Ba gét diu nhung khudn mit rd rang thay cO nét vo hon.

ROi ciing nhu thudng 18 trong subt mot tudn qua, Me di nim ngay. Con toi
stra soan gio day céac dia nho.

Khoang 11:30, vao danh thiic Me ddy an trua, toi noi:

"HOom nay co ca thu chién, c6 rau cai ludc, Me mubn dn moén nao?"

Ba lic dau:

"Me chua thay doi."

To6i gat:

"Vay thi cir nam, doi bao gio d6i han an thay ngon hon."

Va toi yén long ra day tiép, 1ong thim nghi: "Liic sau nay Me chiu uéng sita
ensure ddy di chdt bo dwdng nén néu khéng dn ciing chang cé gi dang ngai."”

12 gio trra, toi ndm ghé vao giwdng Au Co, dinh bung nghi ngoi chut it
trude khi bat dau 16p day budi chiéu. Nao dé toi ddm ho sic sua vi cai mui
khong quen cuia 16p chiéu chan.

Nghe tiéng Me hoi:

"Au Co d6 ha?"

toi bat day di vao phong Me xem ba can gi. Ba lai héi:

"Au Co ho d6 ha?"

Toi lc dau:

"Con ho chtr khong phai no.'

Me van nam trén giwong, noi:

"Nam xudng day Me xirc dau cho."



T6i bat cuoi:

"Con khong xtrc cho Mg thoi, sao Mg lai xtrc cho con?"
Roi hoi:

"Me d4 doi bung chua?"

Ba lic dau.

[V sau nghi lai gidy Jphut nay méi ngam ra tht ro tam 1ong bao la ciia Me,
hai gio trwée khi chét vin con lo ling va muén giip dé con.]

Liic 2:00 PM, sbt rudt vi Me van nam trén giuong, i vao giuc Me day an
chut gi. Ba ngoan ngoan dé t6i d& day, dua di tiéu, roi dwa dén ngdi trén chiéc
ghé chén cao lung dya sat tudng quen thudc hang ngay. T6i mo ti lanh va hoi:

"Me mudn dn gi?"

Nhin théy cu khoai con sot trén ban, Me noi:

"Me chua thiy d6i, nhung thoi an ct khoai ndy véi mot lat fromage 1a d."

T6i tiép tuc 16p day.

Lac 2:30 PM, dot nhién nghe Mg kéu:

"Van oi!"

T6i bat khoi ghé, bay ngay dén bén Me (ban an ké phia sau lung cai piano),
thay khuon mat Me that than, mi¢ng ha ra, ban tay phai dua Ién chi vé phia sau.
T6i biét ngay 1a Ba bi sic nhu nhiéu lan trudc do, nén voi vd nhe lung ba. Au
Co cing chay dén, lam y nhu t61. Trudc kia, mdi 1an bi con sic, t6i ciing vd vd
thi mot hdi moi thr 6n dinh. Bay gio, thay Me dua tay phai 1én, khoac khoac ra
hiéu ngung, t6i nghi rang cai thé ba ngdi dua lung khé v4, nén dinh dua ba
xudng cai ghé thap hon.

Thé 1a gio tay 6m choang Me vao nguc, Au Co niu lung quan ba, t6i bao
mAy dura hoc trd kéo chiée ghé day cua t6i dén. Hi huc mot hdi, ching toi méi
dua duoc Me ngéi 1én chiéc ghé nhé. Tuac thi Me di tiéu ra quén, udt ca dui toi
khi 4y dang ké vao giira hang dé giit cho Me khoi té. Va Me guc mit vao nguc
toi.

Au Co goi xe cip ciru. Tir dudng gidy kia, co dién thoai vién day Au Co
phai dat ba nim dai xudng san, xem con thé khong. D6i mét ba da nham. Toi
ghé sat mat Me, nhung khong cam nhan gi dugc.

Dam ciru thuong t6i. Y nghi xuét hién trong t6i trude nhat 14 sy ngac nhién
khi thiy 1an nay s6 nhan vién dong hon moi lan truée. Ho 1am du cach dé ctru
Me hdi tinh, nhimg hanh dong rat manh bao va gap rit, dé trong mot lac toi lai
cling ngac nhién voi y nghl riéng rang "Moi lan, hé tro minh chut xiu la Me
kéu dau ngay, con lan nay trong thé ngéi c6 mét nhdn vién xéc ndch sau lung
ma Me van lang im, khéng t6 chiit phdn ing, chi cdi dau véi mdi téc trdng rii
xoa ldc he lén xuong theo tirng cii xoc manh mé ciia anh My trang?"

C6 mot nhan vién --tirng dén nha t6i nhiéu 1an trudc do-- chi lam nhiém vu
ghi gidy to, thuéc men..v..v..v da néi véi cac ban dong nghiép:

"Ba cu nay von bi bénh tim."



T6i bao Au Co dua thé kham bénh va cin cudc Me cho anh ta, anh lic dau
bao khéng can, chi ghi xudng tén va ngay sanh ctia Me thi.

Xe cuu thuong dem Me di. Do 1a luc 3 gio' kém S phut. T6i cho dam hoc
trod nghi, xong goi ghém mot bo dd cho Me, tim cho minh cudn sach va dd ding
v€ sinh, dinh bung s€ ¢ lai d&m nay tai nha thuong vé6i Me.

Luc 3:10, t6i cung Au Co tim dén nha thuong. Chung t6i dugc dua ngay
vao phong nim cua Me, thdy ba dang thd bang oxy, noi dau giudng c6 dit cai
may tho to tudng. Mot ong bac si tré nguoi Tau, dén gip va dua ching t6i dén
truéc mot cai man anh, chi cho xem film chup hinh phdi Me. Ong noi:

"Phdi bén phai hoan toan hong, chi con bén trai hoat dong." (Téi thét nhé
dén sau ba lan té trong ba dém lién tiép, nhat 13 lan tdi qua, Me van kéu dau
phia nguc phai.)

Ong bac si tiép:

"Chiing t6i ¢ ctru Ba nhung khong hy vong. Bay gid tily gia dinh, néu
mudn tiép tuc thi chung t6i van phai tiép tuc thoi."

To1 bay to:

"Xin cac 6ng cb ctru sdng me ti."

To6i va Au Co quay tro lai dimg bén chan givong Me. Dén bénh vién sang
choang. Cac nhan vién day chiing t6i cach nhin biéu d6 gan trén dau giuong,
néu con sb 16n dén 100 thi hy vong séng s& c6. Thoat dau tdi ciing c¢b tim theo
ddi, nhung thiy cao 1dm 14 60 xong tut 1an xudng 55, rdi 50, 45... Chimng dén sd
20 thi cac bac si va y ta lai ran rat d6 x6 dén bom oxy vao than thé Me. Con sb
lai 1én, co khi dén 70, r6i cir thé ma tut xubng dan.

To6i khong dam nhin, bo di ra khoi phong, bao Au Co goi bao tin cho cac
nguoi than. Lic nay thi ndi s¢ hdi Me chét méi that sy dén trong 61, khac han
nhimng lan trudc dwa Me vao day. Toi khong biét lam gi, ngoai viéc am tham
niém chii Quan Am cau cho Me qua khoi, thinh thoang budc vao phong nhin
khudén mdt Me véi tim trang lo s¢. Co lac trong 6c 16e 1én cau hoi: "Chang 1é
lan nay Me chét that sao?" Tu tuong ndy moi mé qua, chua bao gio trong nhidu
lan dua Me theo xe cp ciru vao day ma tdi lai c6. Toi ciing ching thiy minh
budn rau, ma chi thiy toan thé khdi 6¢ nhu bi té dai di.

Liic 5:45 PM, mot vi bac si khac dén bit tay t6i va lap lai cau hoi "Cé
muon riit ong thé?"

Toi hoi lai 6ng:

"C6 chut hy vong nao khong?"

Ong lac dau:

"Hoan toan khong, chi ¢ thé kéo dai timg quing sau khi bom oxy vao
nguoi."

Ong né6i thém:

"Néu rat dng thi ba s& ra di thanh than hon."

Toi biét 1a tuyét vong, cai gi chd doi trong lo sg bay l1au, nay di thanh su
that. Nén bang 1ong rat dng tho. Nhin 1én dong ho thiy ding 6 gio' kém 5 phit
chiéu. Bt than khi 4y cau Béo tir ngoai budc vao. (Vé sau ngam lai méi biét
chinh la Me muén cho cdu Bio dén).



Ong tho duoc rat, khudon mat Me trd lai thanh than y nhu luc dang ngi. Cau
Bao nhin Me, bat khoc nho nhod. Cac nhén vién bénh vién té nhi rat di hét, dé
lai bon chung t6i (t6i, cdu Béo, Au Co va chu Tric) ding quay bén giudng Me.
T6i 4p ban chan Me trong tay minh, xoa cho 4m lai. Roi dén ban tay. Xong lai
d6i vi tri qua phia bén kia tiép tuc lam diéu d6 hoi lau. Long dau dén véi y
nghi: "Khi con séng, Me muén duoc xoa bop ma t6i lai nhiéu lan lam cho ¢6 1é
trong tim trang mét méi... Gio day..." Toi khong dam ddm minh tiép trong
niém hi han.

Khi vudt toc Me, mai toc bac pho ma Me bi t6i ludén luén can ngan khong
cho cat, toi lai lan quan khong ngimg véi ndi budn sau sic: "Mdi téc ndy da
nhiéu lan va chi mét tudn trude thoi, i con dwoc dat tay lén vo goi, bay gio
vinh vién diéu dé sé khong con..." Nudc mit chi chyc tra ra theo y nghi nay, toi
bat bao Au Co di muon cd y ta cai kéo. Ai ciing ngac nhién, nhung céi kéo van
dugc dua toi. Thé 1a t6i cit hai lon toc ciia Me, dinh bung di vat cudi cung nay
cua than xac Mg s€ theo tron bén t6i trén moi budc hanh trinh don ddc trong
sudt cudc doi tir day.

Cir vy, tir 6 gio' kém nam dén 8 gio t6i, t6i ding bén xac Me dé chi lam
nhitng diéu nhu vay, trai tim té dai va khong mot giot nudc mit ira ra khoi
khoe.

Cho dén luc cac nhan vién bénh vién dén véi cai bang ca va mot tui nhya
mau den thi toi biét rang da dén hoi Me vinh vién xa roi chiing t6i...

%
k ok

V& dén nha thi da gén 9 gi¢ t6i. Can nha hoang lanh hon bao gid. Téi di
vao phong ngi Me, nhin timg vét dung than thudc, timg cai 4o cai quan cai
chan cai mén, cai chén cai bat... Tat ca déu ghi ddm hinh anh Me trong subt 20
nam tai noi day.

Thé 14 gidu minh trong phong tim, toi bat khoc nho nho.

Ngdi vao ban viét, hoi twong lai timg chi tiét sy viéc dién bién tir 2:30 chiéu
h6ém nay, nh¢ lai thai d6 cta vién cap ctru ghi gidy to, nhé lai cai luc Me tiéu ra
trong quan tham w6t ca dui toi, nhé lai, nhd lai, t6i bdng thdy mot ndi an ui ky
quéi tran ngép tam tu. Chinh liic Me guc mdt vao ngwc toi la lic Me ra di. Ra
di ngay trong cin nha Me tirng song, tirng thé, tirng sinh hoat trong suot
nhiéu nim.

Xen 14n ciing sy dau kho 16n lao chinh 1a niém hanh phic méi mé theo diéu
kham pha bat ngo trdi day 1am trai tim t6i 4m lai chat it. Cho diu d nhiéu 1in
buc boi theo nhimng con tré' chung trong tanh tinh me thi it ra toi da lam tron
wéc nguyén nhiéu lan noi voi Me: "Con sé khong bao gio bo Me lai mot minh
trén nuwée My dé tim vé song tai VN". Dau rang song v0i 01, Me khong dugce
hai 1ong cho bang véi cac ngudi con khic (nhu nhiu 1an than phién ctua Me)
thi it ra t6i duoc 12 ngwoi cudi ciing cho Me goi tén cau civu khi nhin thay ludi
hai cia Than Chét dang dit ton dua ra.

Nhiing diéu "Ddu rdng..." va "It ra..." nay da quay cudng trong dc toi sudt
mot dém khong thé nao chop mat. N&i dau mat Me con méi mé va bat ngy qua
khién t6i chua kip suy nghi. Toi chua thiy tham, chua thiy quen, ma dau do



van nghi nhu moi 1an cii: "Ngay mai sé vao bénh vién voi Me va it hom lai ciing
dwa Me vé nha."
Dém dau tién tr6i qua nhu the.

[]

Chi nhat Nov. 30/2014

Bu01 sang nhin ra ngoai thdy troi may den nghit. Nho lai lan méi day, chi
mot tuan trude, troi d6 con mua bét chot sau nhiéu thang dai han han, toi da
thim sung sudng v6i y nghi "Troi muea lam dm cing thém can nha khi dang cé
sw hién hitu cia Me gia va Au Co."

Bay gio, troi cling sap d6 mua nhung niém hanh phuc cii lai bi choang
ngop boi ndi hdi tic méi rang "Tai sao tudn 1é trube khong néi cho Me nghe
cam nghi hanh phic nay?"

Thlep di mot glac ngan budi trua, tinh _day trong tleng mua roi ra rich, chot
nhé rang vinh vién da méat Me, trai tim bdng dung odn xudng trong tdm trang
cuc ky tuyét vong...

T01 cu Vay, nam up mat vao g01 nghlen nat con nguol va tdm tu minh trong
mot ndi thdng khé sic nhon. Qua that, trong cudc doi day lao dao giong gio, toi
da nhiéu 1dn bi mat nguoi than, tir Cha t6i, cac nguoi tinh, hai dira em, nhimng
nguoi than, nhitng nguoi ban.... nhung so v6i 1an méat Me nay, thdy cac 1an kia
van con qua nho. Y tuéng cir viy ma lan man trong thé nam trim chan Gp mit,
t6i chot nhan ra diéu (y hét dua con nit lan dau kham pha ra mot sy bi mat nao
d6 cua cudc séng) rang "Trén doi KHONG BAT CU Al cé dwoc CHO TOI
tinh thwong chan hoa vé diéu kién nhw tinh thwong t6i da nhin tic Me suét
hon 60 nam cii. Ngay cd hai dita con, chic chin réi chiing ciing khong thé
nao danh cho téi tron ven tinh thwong dwoc nhw tinh thuwong ciia Me da ban
cho.”

Béy gid méi thdy minh THAT SU DA MAT TAT CA theo su ra di ciia
Me; bay gio méi cam nhan ndi dau ghé gdm khong gi c6 thé so sanh theo cai
chét ctia ngudi me than yéu.

Nim vui trong chan subt budi chiéu mua 4m lanh, t6i cam tuong nhu tron
than x4c minh roi ra ting manh; tron ludng nghi luc trong co thé ngudi dan ba
timg dugc ban bé ménh danh 1a "thép" bat ngd tan lodng dudi cii khdi nong
himng hyc khong tén dang de nang trai tim sudt tir chiéu toi hom qua.

Am thim nhu mét 101 cau nguyén, toi ty n6i voi Me (ma toi tin linh hdn Me
dang con quanh quan theo chén t6i vé cin nha cil):

"Ngay nao bén xac Cha, me da hira ring s& dén v6i dira con nao trong con
hoan nan. Sudt cudc doi Me da thuc hién duoc 161 haa thiéng liéng d6. Thi bay
gio con xin 1ap lai nhing 151 timg no6i khi Me con song: 'Me hay yén long ra di.
Con thé rang sé khéng bé bt civ anh em nao ciia con lic nao ho gap hoan nan,
dir ho ¢6 kéu goi dén con hay khéng."

(Trdn Thi Béng Gidy
San Jose, Dec. 26/2014).
[l



FALLING SNOW

(Bai tho Au Co lam tudng niém Ba Ngoai
trong dip cting that tuan cho Ba).

As one of the hundreds of assassins

who's tried to kill her, I can attest to

Snow's tenacious refusal to die. I

first saw her in Viet Nam, barefoot and wild,
scaling the walls of an ancient palace.

She looks towards the sky, calm and expectant,

as if waiting for clouds to fall in her arms.

We follow her gaze, but saw not a thing.

She smiles her secrets and keeps her shadows.

Fire forms at her feet in bursts of red light.

The sky is her cloak. The stars, her diamonds.
Worlds crumble and crack in her weathered hands.
Untouched by our knives, unscathed by our bullets,
she downs our cyanide like scorched whiskey.

At the end of the road, she sheds her cloak.
Our clinger of Now, her whole existence,
with the click of a machine, goes from an

is to a was.

[]



