A BOOK
ISNOT A HAMBUR GER

(Tran Nghi Au Co)

I don’t read books like some people eat a juicy hamburger or buttered
popcorn at the movie theater. I don’t close one book and immediately start on
another. It’s not about how many books my brain eats up; it’s about the taste of
the book.

When I finish a book, there’s a moment after I read the last line and where I
just sit there and absorb everything in, where I remember specific lines and
details that all climax to the end. Sometimes, if the book’s particularly
captivating, I even turn back to the first page and reread all my highlighted
parts and my notes. The book stays with me for the next few days or for as long
as I can hold onto it. I imagine specific scenes, the expressions on the
characters’ faces, how they felt about things, what I’d ask and say to them if I
had the chance to meet them.

I’m never in a hurry to read a new book because I don’t want to forget the
haze of emotions the previous book wrapped me in. I almost feel guilty for
starting a new book so quickly, like I'm abandoning the previous book too
soon.

Similarly, when I come back from Viet Nam, I try to put off washing my
clothes for as long as possible because I remember the last time I washed these
clothes was with Vietnamese water, the last time I hung them up to dry was in
Vietnamese air, the last time I wore them was to play with Vietnamese friends.
I want to hold on to the feeling for as long as I can, even if it doesn’t get me
anywhere, even if it makes me sadder, even if I know moving past the
book/memories will make it easier for me to do other things.

Sometimes I think I treat books and things and moods better than I treat
people. (Sigh). Sorry, people who know me.
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~ MOQT CUON SACH
KHONG PHAI LA MOT O
BANH M

(TTBG chuyén Viét ngir)

T6i khong doc sach theo cadi kiéu nguoi ta an mot 6 banh mi hodc mét hop
bap rang trong rap hat, nghia la an voi va nhw thé sé co ké danh mat cia minh.
Toi ciing khong doc xong cuon nay thi ldp tic mo ra cuon khdc. Quan trong
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khéng phdi la cdi dau téi da ” dwoc bao nhiéu cuon sach ma la di thuong
thue dwoc nhu thé néo cdi Vi ngon cua cuén sach kia.

Luén luén, khi doc xong hang cudi ciia mét tic pham, t6i ngoi ling trong
mét liic dé tham vao nguoi moi thir, nho lai nhitng hang chit, nhimg cdu van da
dan t6i diém mau chot triede khi dwa dén doan két. Thinh thodng néu cé cuon
nao ddc bi¢t thu hut, t6i sé It tro lai tir trang ddu tién dé doc nhitng ghi chii
cua riéng toi. Cdu chuyén trong cuon ay s€ cur luu lai trong toi nhitng ngay sau
do. Toi hinh dung ra nhitng chi tiét noi bat, nhitng khuén mdt nhan vdt, cdc
cam xuc cua ho vé moi thit, twong twong nhirng gi toi sé phai hoi néu nhir may
mdn gdp dwoc ho ngoai doi.

T6i khéng bao gio véi va bat dau doc mét cuén khdc ngay béi vi khong
muon quén di cam gidc ngdy ngat ma cuon vica doc di tao ra trong t6i. Téi
ciing ¢6 cam nghi t6i 16i néu bdt chop véi vang cuon méi, nhuw thé dang bé roi
cuon da doc mot cach qua bac béo.

Giong nhir moz khi tir VN tro lai My, toi co gang tri hodn cang lau cang tot
vigc giat ao quan béi vi muén giit lai ky niém lan cudi giat chiing voi nguon
niede VN, lan cudi méc ching lén phot trong khong khi VN, lan cudi méc ching
dé di choi voi ban bé o VN. Téi muon nam niu lqi trong tri ndo minh nhitng
diéu dy that ldu di biét rang moi thir chang dwa dén dau ma chi khién t6i cang
buon hon; _hay di toi van biét rang ling quén ky niém (cudn sach vira doc) sé
gilip i tiép tuc véi nhitng viéc khdc mét cach dé dang.

C6 khi nghi, cdi cdch t6i doi xir voi sach vor va ky niém da tot hon cdi cdch
16i doi xir vdi con nguoi. Tiéc! Xin 16i nghe, nhitng vi nao da ting quen biét téi!
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