CHUONG 17.

Paris. Tho Edgar A. Poe:
“Toi dung giita am vang
noi bo bién xanh ngan con séng vé
Toi giti trong tay
Nhitng hat cat vang nho bé
Oi it lam sao! Chiing bo dan di
Thodt ra muwdi ngén, tréi xuong bién sdu
trong khi toi khoc —trong khi toi khoc
Oi Thwong Dé il Lam sao téi ndm
nhitng hat cat vang chdt lgi trong tay?
Oi Thwong Bé oi! Lam sao tdi ciru
con ngueoi khoi sw tan nhan dai dwong?
C6 phdi nhitng gi ta dang nhin thay
chi la gide mo trong mét gidc mo?”

(I stand amid the roar

of a surf-tormented shore
And I hold within my hand
grains of the golden sand;
How few! Yet how they creep
through my fingers to the deep
while I weep —while I weep!
O God! Can I not grasp

them with a tighter clasp?

O God! Can I not save

one from the pitiless wave?
Is all that we see or seem

but a dream within a dream?)
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Thir Niim, 26/1/1978. Luu dién Vinh Long.

Tu Chau Hung tré lai Thanh Pha; xong di chuyén bang thuyén
nguoc trén giong song Co Chién, dén Vinh Long, thanh phd nim bén bo
song Co Chién, doan dung rap 3 ngay tai day.

*/ Séng Mékong chay vao VN véi hai chi: song Tién va song Hau;
lai chay ra bién bang 9 ctra (vi thé goi 1a song Ciru Long): Cira Tiéu,
Cira Paqi, Ba Lai, Ham Luéng, Cé Chién, Cung Hau, Pinh An, Bdt
Xde, Tranh Dé.

*/ Khi tridu xubng thi nudc séng chay xudi; tridu 1én, nudc song
chay nguoc. + Mdi ngay & day c6 hai ngon thuy triéu; co khi con
nudc trude chua rat, con nudce sau da 1én, goi 1a "nudc lung".

+ Hai nhénh séng Tién va séng Hau ciia Ciru Long giang bao mot
dai cu lao dai hon 220km, rong tir 15 dén 40km, di tir hudng tiy béc
sang dong nam. + Phan tay-béc, ct lao 1a ba huyén phia béc cua tinh
An Giang.



*/ Tinh Vinh Long 13 phin déng-nam cua cu lao, chiém khoang to
nhit (khuc giita cu lao 1a phan dit tinh Sa Péc cii) ndm hoan toan
giita hai con song; phia bic c6 song Tién lam dia gidi véi My Tho
va Bén Tre; phia dong 1a bién Nam Hai; phia nam cach tinh Cin
Tho bing con séng Hau; phia tdy sat lién voi tinh Pong Thap (xua
la Cao Lanh).

+ Bé doc: tir déng nam dén tdy bic 1a 110km. Bé ngang 40km, ké
ludn céc cu lao.

*/ Tinh Vinh Long nim gitra ddng bang séng Ciru Long, dat dai vao
loai vira, cao hon mit bién tir 1 &én 2m. Phia dong cao hon phia tiy
d6i chit, toan 1a dt phu sai mau md. Ven bién c6 dat min.
+ Tiph khong cbd ddi nai ma chi song 16n voi bién Nam Hai bao boc
ba be.
+ Lai nhiéu kénh rach. Hinh thé céc kénh, cac con duong, cac lang
xom thiy ro 1a dat boi timg dot nhu song, cong vong cung, ra téi
bién.
+ Ngon song 1a nhitng "giéng", trén d6 dung 1én cac lang mac
v6i vuon cay xum xué. + Chd triing giita hai giong thi trong
laa. + Trén song c6 nhitng ci lao 16n trong cdy an trai, qua rat
twoi tot.
*/ Song Tién sdng Hau déu rong ménh mong, tur 1 dén 5km. + Hai
ctra Cung Hau va C6 Chién lién nhau, rong dén 9km. + Ba cira Dinh
An, Bat Xdc, Tranh Pé gop lai rong hon 20km.
*/ Dat Vinh Long va "dinh Long H)" dugc khai thac tir nim Nham
Ty (1732) (doi chiia Nguyén Phiic Chu), gdbm hai ving dat Vinh
Long va Tra Vinh gom chung lai.
*/ Nam Qui Dau (1813) (Gia Long 12), dugc ddi thanh Vinh tran.
*/ Dén nam Nham Thin (1832) (Minh Mang 13), 14y thém hai huyén
Tuén Nghia va Gia Dinh cua Gia Dinh gdp vao, 14p nén tinh Vinh
Long, bao gdm mot pham vi rat rong.
+ Giai doan nay, ca Nam Ky chia lam 6 tinh, trong dé c6 Vinh
Long 1a mét.
*/ Nam Binh Ty (1876) (Tw Dirc 29), thyc dan Phap phén chia toan
bd Nam Ky thanh 4 khu vuc hanh chinh 1a Saigon, My Tho, Vinh
Long, Bat Xie. ‘
+ Khu vyc Vinh Long gdm 4 tiéu khu: Vinh Long, Bén Tre, Tra
Vinh, Sa Péc.
*/ Nam Ky Hoi (1899) (thoi thuc dén cai tri), Phap d6i "tiéu khu"
thanh "tinh". Tiéu khu Vinh Long va tiéu khu Tra Vinh tré thanh hai
tinh Vinh Long va tinh Tra Vinh (Pdng Thap ngay nay).
*/ Sau 30/4/1975 (thoi CSVN), hai tinh Vinh Long va Tra Vinh cii
dugc gom chung lai thanh tinh Vinh Long.
*/ Tinh Vinh Long bao gém hai thi xa: Thi xa tinh ly Vinh Long va
thi xd Tra Vinh; 13 huyén: (Long Hé, Binh Minh, Tam Binh, Trad
On, Cing Liém, Cang Long, Cau Ké, Tiéu Can, Tra Ci, Chdu
Thanh, Cau Ngang, Mdang Thit, Duyén Hai).
*
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Trong mdt ngdi nha dan dugc Ban Ngoai Vu thué cho Tb Tan Nhac,
chung t6i cung ngu chung véi chu Tw, da 16n tudi, trude la soan gia Cai



Luong, gi¢ di theo doan trong phan hanh mot nguoi ké toan. Ai cling
mén cht vi cai bé ngoai hoa nhi d& chju. Nhiéu lan ngdi udng café
chung, ca dam duoc chi ké cho nghe nhiéu chuyén tha vi trong cai doi
phiéu bat Cai Luong xwa. Nguoc lai chu ciing rat c6 cam tinh véi to Tan
Nhac, dac biét vdi téi. Cha hay Iuu tam dén 61 trén ting hanh dong nho.
Vi du mét 1an sau budi udng tra tai phong khach cin nha ¢ ba gian dang
tam tra, nhin toi dimg 1én day cai ghé da ngdi vao dudi gdm ban, cha gat
dau cudi:

"R& rang con la mot nguoi xuét than gia dinh c¢6 gido duc tot!"

Lan khéc, gitta budi café tai mot quan ven lang voi ca T6 Tan Nhac,
chii bong bao toi:

"Cht rat to mo vé con. Néu khong phién, c6 thé nao cho chi dit mot
cau hoi?"

Tboi cuoi:

"Da, chu ctr hoi. Con tra 101 gi dugc thi s€ noi."

Chu ngan ngir mot nhay rdi tiép:

"Con c6 hut khong?"

T6i1 khong dan duoc diéu cudi thich thu; cac anh ban trong T cling
gop tiéng cudi to.

Thay mat cht ngén ra, toi dap:

"Con xin ndi tht, chua bao gio con biét dén xi ke hay bach phién."

Anh ban choi guitare va anh choi trompette xac nhan:

Khuon mit chta bdng ¢am c6 gi khac la.

To1 hoi:

"Co phai vi thay than hinh con gy nhom, lai hit thude 14 lién tuc,
tuong 1a huit, nén cha dit ra cau hoi ay?"

Vé mat dam chiéu, chu dap:

"Khong phai cai dang gy nhom ma la & doi mat. Subt tir Chau Hung
qua Mo Cay, duoc & chung voi TO Tan Nhac, nhidu l14n nhin d6i mat
con, chu théy c6 khi sang quéc, c6 khi tro nén dai dai. D6 cling 1a trang
thai cia mot anh hut; khi c6 thude vao thi mét sang quic; ma hé thiéu
thudc mat lai 16 do."

Cht néi thém:

"Dan Cai Lwong c6 nhiéu anh hit. Di theo Cai Luong 1au nam, chii
¢6 nhiéu kinh nghiém vé nhan xét d6."

Hoi lau, trude sy im ling bét thuong cua ca dam chung t6i, chi 6n
t6n noi:

"Con xac nhan khéng hiit, chii tin, nhung chu so rang mot ngay kia
con s& vudng vao chimg tinh than rdi loan. Doi méit mot nguoi dién ciing
¢6 nhitng trang thai y nhu mét anh hit vay."

V4 v4 dau t6i, chii an ui:

"Con nén dé tdm hon thu thai. Ctr nghi ring moi thir trén doi déu chi
la 40 anh ma thoi!"
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