IN DEFENCE OF LITERATURE
AND HUMANITY AND BLAHBLAH

(Tran Nghi Au Co)

One of my cousins—a piano prodigy, the gem in our family’s eye—is also
a literature major. Of course this means we are constantly being compared to
each other. And of course, that also means I always come up short.

When 1 tell people in my family I majored in English, they all change
topics because they don’t think it’d be polite to dwell on my inevitable failure
in life. Ha! Pursuing a career in writing instead of more noble fields like
medicine or law or politics. (yeah, politics. Got a cousin working in D.C. too.
Very noble, those people.)

But, it was OK for my cousin—Iiving in worldly Europe (Belgium), son of
the great senator, which almost makes him royalty—to study literature because
he had the whole piano thing going on. It was almost dignified even, like the
rich king who humbled himself to dine with the peasants. He had so much
inevitable greatness in his future yet he chose the lowly, filthy path of literature.
That is the mark of a true artist.

However, in recent years, he’s succumbed to another volatile path: true
love. He’s abandoned his music dreams to be with her. And just when he’s
about to received his literature degree, he quit. Why? Oh, no big reason. Just
because his girlfriend said to him, “Why are you even bothering with literature?
It’s shit. You’ll be poor. And I can’t be with you if you’re poor.” Almost
verbatim quote (translated into English, of course). And so the dumbass quit.

My point—the point of this meandering, mildly bitter rant—is that if you
are so willing to abandon writing, your so-called “passion,” because of some
little girl’s ignorance, then maybe it’s not literature who’s not good enough for
you. Maybe you’re the one who isn’t worthy of literature. Maybe you’d be
doing the world of literature a favor by not contaminating it with your stupidity.
And maybe, just maybe, you don’t deserved to be compared to me.

[]

LOI BIEN HO CHO
\ VAN CHUONG
VA BAN CHAT CON NGUOI

(TTBG chuyén Viét ngit)

M6t trong nhitng diva em ho ciia t6i --mgt thién tai dwong cam, vién ngoc
trong mdt gia dinh chiing téi-- dong thoi la mét ké theo hoc nganh van chwong.
Di nhién diéu ndy c¢é nghia rang téi va cdu ta thuong xuyén la doi twong so
sanh cua nhau.



Khi t6i ké cho nhitng nguoi thdn trong gia dinh hay rang t6i chon hoc
nganh van chirong, tat ca déu doi dé tai tro ‘chuyén boi vi ho nghi la khong lich
sw dé cir day di day lai trén cdi that bai chdc chdn phdi xay ra cho doi t6i. Ha!
Theo dudi nghé viét van thay vi nhitng nganh nghé cao quy nhw nghé thuoc hay
nghé ludt, hoac chinh tri. (Vang, chinh tri. Toi cting cé mot dira em gdi ho dang
lam viéc ¢ Washington DC nita. Rt ddng kinh phuc, nhitng con ngieoi do).

Nhung, dira em trai ho (song & nude Bi, Au Chdu, con trai mot thuong nghi
si, gan nhu la con nha quy tgc, thi cing OK khi theo hoc van chirong boi vi hdn
da co am nhac lam hdu thuan. Diéu dé sang trong ldm, glong nhuw mot ong vua
ha cé ding com véi nhitng néng dan. Héin c6 qud nhiéu sw vi dai ré rét cho
twong lai nhung hdan da chon con dwong van chwong hén kém, rdc ruéi. P6 la
ddu hiéu ciia mot nghé st thir thiét.

Tuy nhién, trong nhitng nam gan day, hdn roi vao mét con dwong khé thé
dodn: Tinh Yéu. Hin da bo roi nhitng gidc méng am nhac dé dwoc & véi ngueoi
yéu. Va khi gan xong cdi bang van chwong thi han bé. Tai sao? O, khéng cé Iy
do gi I6n lao cd. Chi vi nguoi yéu cia han da héi: "Tai sao anh cir phai mdt thi
gio voi van chuong? That khong ra gi ca! Anh sé ngheo thoi. Va em khong thé
song chung voi anh néu anh nghéo." Duing tu’ng 1o nhw thé (di nhién phdi dich
sang tleng Anh). Va vi vdy ma tén ngoc kia bo...

Piém muon néi cia téi --cdi dzem cua sw huénh hoang cuong diéu quanh
co va nhe nhang cay ding-- la néu nhuw ban quyét tam bo roi s viét, ¢é thé goi
la "dam mé", do boi cdi ngoéc nghéch tam thuong cia dira con gdi ndo dé thi
diéu dy cé thé do boi van chwong khéng di dap img cho ban. Co thé ban la
nguoi khéng cé khiéu van chwong. Hay c6 thé ban nén dem cho thé gioi van
chwong mét cdi ddc an bang cdach dirng khién né 6 ban véi sw ngdc nghéch cia
ban. Va c6 thé, chi la cé thé théi, ban khéng xirng ding dé so sanh voi téil *
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' Bai nay Au Co xin bo vi "So' Di My Chdu doc thi buon!" Nhung TTBG van dich va
dua vao sach. Co6 hai ly do:

1/ Cho du ngay nay Au Co chuyén huéng tu twong khoéng con kiéu hinh theo nghiép
Vin Chuong di chon nita thi dau sao bai viét trén ciing & MOT THOI ndm trong 6¢
Au Co.

2/ Tram Bach, duong cam thu, con trai Di My Chéu, sau khi lay ¢ vg noi trén ma
khong ¢b sy déng ¥ cua cha me, cudc song thuc té dau kho, nhung rdi van tré lai véi
Am Nhac va Van Chuong. O thoi diém bai nay duoc dich ra (thang 2/2016), Tram
Béch rat noi tiéng trén nhitng budi trinh dién duong cam khap Au Chau, trong khi
nguoi me (My Chau) dang nam chd chét vi bénh budu gan! Hai diéu néi trén, Au Co
hoan toan khong hay biét.

2 Nhan xét ctia Me: Poc doan cubi, théy Au Co kiéu ngao qua. Vi than Vin Chuong
khong bao gio muon ti€p nhan nhitng con ngudi ngudi kiéu ngao dau.



