TA BIET TIM BAU
MOT TAM LONG?

(Ty Truyén 39)

San Jose, thir Ba 19/3/1996.

Tbi quyét dinh dwa tién TNH 1an cudi vao budi sang thir Sau 22/3/1996 toi
day tai phi trudng San Francisco. TNH bao hay cho Au Co di cung. (C6 18 vi so
cho toi mot su nat 10ng néu khong c6 nd bén canh?) Pay qua I hanh dong "can
ddam" (nhu vai ban hitu n6i), nhat 14 t6i, con ngudi khong bao gid thich tién dua
bat ctr ai.

Can ddm hay khong t0i chang biét, chi biét rang t6i phdi doi dién t6i tgn
cung noi dau dén trong doan doi hién tai. Chén ding did cam trén tay thi phdi
uong mét lan cho tron. Néu khong, né sé van mdi con.

Au Cotora budn han vi sy nat tan cta bd me, tinh tinh may lac gan day tro
nén bén git. Hinh nhu n6é cam nhin mot bién cb rat 16n dang sap sira xdy ra cho
tat ca moi ngudi ma nd 1a nan nhén bi thiét thoi hon hét. Toi thuong n6 qua!
M6i 8 tudi da phai bj cudn vao cai vong thong khd! Cude doi né rdi sé ra sao
khi ngay nay di 1& nhin tan mit qua sém nhiing tan nat xay dén trong gia dinh?

Chiéu thir ba 19/3/1996, TNH giup Au Co lam bai tap xong, du dinh cho
t6i hét hoc tro s& cung t6i va Au Co di bo pin vao cai déng hd toi nhu 101 da
hira. Tuy nhién khi biét t6i dang con ban, TNH néi :

"Vay bd di mot minh nghe?"

Au Co dang 1am bai, ngang 1én xin di theo. TNH khong chiu. Mit né dam
budn han. Téi doc rd tAm trang no, noi véi TNH:

"Bd nén cho Au Co theo véi!"

Thé 14 cha con cung di.

Tré vé, né khoe ra mot déng but chi. Ba Ngoai hoi :

"Con c6 ca tram cdy but chi, sao con doi bd mua thém dé ton tién bd?"

No dap:

"Ldn cudi bd mua cho con ma!"

Oi! Cai 1an cudi nay sao ma dau dén cho mot dira con nit chi vira 8 tudi, noi
gi dén t6i va ca TNH, nhiing con ngudi dd dan day biét bao théng khd? Qua la
dinh ménh! Mot the dinh ménh quai 4c 1am dao dién tit ca moi ngudi trong
cuoc. Long ti nguyén, bing moi gid, téi phdi trd lai cho Au Co (va cd TNH)
nhirng noi kho dau ma Dinh Ménh da gdy ra trén ho. Bang moi gid, t61 phai
hoan tat cudn Nhat Nguyét II. Tir bay gio, d6 1a mot boén phan t6i khong thé
tranh. Mot ban Chant du Cygne (*) cua doi toi, dé ting Au Co.

[(*) Dua theo truyén théng nhitng con thién nga da kéu nhiing
tiéng kéu bi thuong nhét truéce khi guc chét, "Chant du Cygne"
1a cum tir dung goi tac pham cubi cung, hay tac pham dep nhit
trong do1 mot nghé si, nha van.



* Véi TTBG, cum tir , "Chant du Cygne" PUNG khi ding &
giai doan BAY GIO, March 2015; béi sau 19 nam tan vé, chi
duy Nhdt Nguyét Buon Nhu Nhau Il moi dwoc phat hanh ra doc
gid xa gan. Con tat ca cdc bdn in thir nhdt (thang 11/1996) déu
bi dim sdu vdo x6 t0i lang quén. (Ghi lai vao thdng BA 2015).]

Buoi tdi, Au Co tu nhién dé nghi:

"Bé sap di roi, dém nay 'minh' 1én ngi trén phong bd cho dén ngay bé di
me nhé?"

Sao that thwong con bé qua nhay cam!

Dira con yéu rdi ciing khong thoat duge con duong chong gai ma toi da va
con dang tiép tuc bude di.

Subt ca ngay thir Tw 20/3/1996, t6i ra cong don dep toan ven can lau ba,
noi TNH da an nap sudt mot nam cubi cung trong cudc doi chong vo. T6i noi
véi me toi:

"Con va Au Co sé& 1én ngu ngay trong phong nay. C6 vy méi mau quén ma
khong so hai."

Khong biét me toi c6 hiéu gi chiang nhung véi t61, cai y sdu tham "doi dién
ngay nhirng diéu dau dén" la mot hinh thirc giét chét sw dau don nhanh
nhat. Tuy viy trong 10ng khong khoi budn rau khi nhin thay bat ¢t ky niém nao
cia TNH con vuong vat noi day.

C6 luc ciing ti hdi long ghé gém boi ¥ nghi "Tai sao téi khéng ciing tim
den dé chia xé sy c6 don cia TNH", nhu bay gio chinh t6i dang tham cam no
trén ting sé da khi budc vao can phong ay? (*)

[(*) Day cing la cau toi thuong tu hoi vé truong hop Au Co
sudt mot nam qua. Thue sie t6i RAT NHIEU LAN lam cdi hanh
dong "tim dén" né, nhung Au Co civ ddy téi ra mot cach tan
nhan. C6 1€ roi vai chuc ndm sau, khéng phdi téi, ma chinh la
Au Co khi doc d@én doan nay, sé€ xot xa tw hoi: "Tai sao khong
cuing tim dén dé xé chia sw cé don ddy dp trong trdi-tim-nguoi-
me-nguoi-nghé-si cua minh?"

(Note: Feb. 26/2016, thir Sau).]

Lai nhé 10i mot 1an chi Lé Uyén da noéi:

"Em 1a con ngudi khi biét rang minh 1am 13i thi d3 t6 ra an han va muén
chudc lai moi thir. Chi ¢6 diéu TNH khéng dé cho em minh chirng tim long
trong mjt co hji lam lgi." (*)



[(*) DiAéu budn 1a ban chat "cing pgéc" cia TNH pho dién
trong Au Co NHIEU va DUY NHAT la ¢ 101 noi nay, khac
han véi toi trén nhitng sy kién tuong tu. (Note Feb. 26/2016).]

Bita 4y toi bién h gium cho TNH: , o
"Khong phai TNH khong d6 lwong ma chinh la y Thuong D¢ da muon rang
em phai chiu dau kho. Thanh ra, em chang trach gi TNH trong chuyén nay."

Dau thé nao, van thdy long budn ghé gom. Va trén hét 1a thuong cho con
bé. Ban chiéu, Au Co dén canh toi dang ngéi noi ban viét, bat noi:

"Théi, hom nay con dé bd me di choi chung ma khéng doi danh me cho
riéng con nira."

Toi dap:

"Cam on con, nhung bay gio moi su da tré. B6 sip di, me dau tha thiét gi di
choi. Gia lic trudc con dung to ra gianh giat me, hay con nghe 161 me ma dung
nhan nhé véi bo thi bd dau phai bo di nhu hi¢n tai."

N6 hiéu, mat nghéch ra! Va ding tin ngan im ling mét lat true khi roi ban
viét cua toi.

That ra n6 c6 16i gi? Ngay chinh t6i va TNH con khong dang trach, néi gi
con bé?

T6i kéu no lai, 6m vao long, xin 16i nd va nodi:

"B6 di 10i bd s& vé. Con van con Ba va me kia ma. Me s& thuong con gap
hai 1an hon trude."

Au Co bat noi:

"Véi dira con nit nao thi mdi ngay ciing déu 1a cai happy day cua tui nd,
con con sao khong co6 happy day?"

Toi cai :

"Con c6 nhiéu happy days chit? Nhimg khi bé me dua con di phd mua d6
choi, di dn, di Santa Ana, San Francisco... 1a happy days d6."

Mit budn so han, Au Co dap:

"Cai 4y 1au roi. Tir hom Noel dén gid con chi c¢6 nhimg ngay budn va mét
ngay buén nhat."

T61 hoi:

"Ngay budn nhat ciia con 1a ngay nao vay?"

N6 dap nhanh khong do du:

"Ngay mai bé di!"

T6i mubn (ra nuwde mat vi nhimg 1o nay.

Chia cho t6i 14 thu viét tay, Au Co noi:

"Con viét cho bd 14 thu nay. Bay gio con cho me doc, nhung con sé& dan kin
lai va chi dua cho bd khi bé sip sira 1én may bay."

N6 noi thém, dié¢u bi mat:

"Con muén 1am cho 'dng' h6i han khi ngdi trén may bay doc thur con."

Au Co viét:

"Don’t open this until you get to sit on the plane!

3/21/1996



Dear Dad,

Why do you have to go away? I will miss you. Will you miss me? Remember
to write to me! You have to swear you will come home and live with me and
mother. Or else, I will miss you. I love you and mother very much. I hope you
and mother will love each other again. Mother says she still love you. Do you
know why she took the drug Valium? She took it because of you. She said that
she doesn’t want you to go. She and I will love you forever. I hope you will love
us forever too. I want to cry when we talk about this. I will miss you a lot. Will
you miss me and mother? I wish I could see you both kissing each other and
hugging together. And enjoy living together.

Love, Au Co."

Dboi t6i doc xong, né nodi:

"Me biét khong, tbi hom qua con tu dong 1én nam trén givong xem TV véi
bd. Nghi dén diéu bd gan di rdi, con budn dén mudn khoc ma khong khoc."

T61 kéu [én:

"Tai sao con khong khoc? Con ctr viéc khoc to, khong ching nhd vady ma
b6 chiu & lai."

N6 lic dau, n6i that nghiém trang:

"Khong, con khong khoc. Bé muén di, minh khéc bé cung cw di. ( *).

Con khong khoc, nhung con quay mét qua chd khac 1y cai mén dap lén
m4 va nude mit cir chay dai xudng ngay chd nay me a."

(Vua noi, nd vira gio mot ngon tay chi 1én ma trai.)

Sao that nat 1ong v6i nhiing diéu khong thé khong nhin thay chung quanh?
[(*) Pau long mot ndi 1a it nhidu gi, Au Co ciing c6 ban chat

tan nhan nay cia TNH trong méu, va hon mot nam qua da dem
ra img dung VOI TOI. (Note: Feb. 26/2016).]
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